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Designing a Cubby
	Program:
	Lift Off

	Year Level:
	Kindergarten/Preschool to Year 2

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	Technology

	Themes/Topics:
	Growth and development

	Description:
	During these activities, students learn how to read a house plan and design a plan for a cubby house. They create a model of the cubby then make a life-size model of a cubby house.

	Resources:
	From Where I Stand Lift Off 2 ep 13A ACTF - Aku and Nipper design and build a cubby. Annie is banned from the cubby until she stops biting.
Other: sample house plans; bits and pieces for making a model cubby e.g. boxes, lids, cylinders, paper.


Lesson plan: 
View the Lift Off segment and discuss
Watch this episode with the students. Focus on the cubby. Ask the students to list all the characteristics of the cubby that they notice. Watch the video again and list the materials that were used to make the cubby.

Draw a model house plan

Display some house plans (floor and elevations) and discuss them with the children. As a class, have a go at drawing a plan of the Lift Off cubby to model the process of drawing a plan. 

Students draw a house plan 

Ask the students to work in groups and to draw a plan for a miniature cubby house/home corner using a prescribed list of readily available objects, e.g.: cylinder, lids, a box. Encourage students to think about how someone could move through the cubby and play in it as well as the finishing touches like painting and decorating the outside of the cubby. 

Student presentations

The plans are then presented to the whole group for comment and evaluation. 

Students make their cubbies 

Once the plans have been 'approved', the groups go ahead and make their miniature cubby houses or home corners. 

Make a life-size cubby

Have a go at adapting one of the cubby houses or home corners into a life-size model for the students to enjoy!
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