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Aboriginal Art
	Program:
	Lift Off

	Year Level:
	Kindergarten/Preschool to Year 4

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	Humanities and Social Sciences; The Arts

	Themes/Topics:
	Indigenous Issues; Cultural Studies

	Description:
	Students explore Aboriginal art by undertaking research in the school library, visiting an art gallery, listening to a speaker on the subject and trying out some of the art styles used by Aborigines.

	Resources:
	Give and Take Lift Off ep 06B ACTF
See also: Into the Unknown Lift Off ep 06A ACTF This story was adapted from book form (Magabala Books, Broome WA 1990)- Animated feature story Bip the snapping bungaroo. This is an Aboriginal bush tale about a turtle and incorporates some of the Yidin language, the language of the author's father's people. Written by Narelle McRobbie, the animation by Grace Fielding is rich and traditional. 
Face Lift Off ep 16B ACTF -Aboriginal children painting each other's faces. 
All Together Now Lift Off ep 26B ACTF-Aboriginal children being painted and decorated by adults for the emu dance.
Would I Lie? Lift Off 2 ep 05B ACTF-Yolngu Aboriginal boys having their faces and bodies painted and dancing on the beach.
In Your Shoes Lift Off 2 ep 11B ACTF -Yolgnu Aboriginal children making rock paste, painting their bodies and performing a ceremony. 


Lesson plan: 
View the episode 

Aunt Joyce, who comes to stay with James, Paul and Aku in this episode, is an artist. She demonstrates several traditional Aboriginal art techniques. Study a variety of Aboriginal art/artists with traditional and contemporary styles and techniques. 

Make a display
Have students find books about Aboriginal art, including rock paintings and body painting and display them in the classroom. Include some books illustrated in an Aboriginal style, e.g.: Sally Morgan's My Place. 

Visit an art gallery
Focus on the works by Aboriginal artists. Ask a speaker from the gallery to discuss the works of art with the students. Find out about different styles such as cross-hatching and dot painting. 

Research an artist
Study one Aboriginal artist in depth (individual or class research) and report findings in a book, multimedia presentation or a newsletter article. 

Do some art work in an aboriginal style
Encourage the students to have a go using a range of natural materials. Use different techniques like cross hatching and dot painting to fill in animal outlines. Experiment with body painting using ochre or clay. Try painting a depiction of an event on bark. 

Explore statistics
Have a class vote about the students' favourite artist and/or piece of art. List all the Aboriginal artists that the class found out about along with an example of their work. Ask the students to vote for their favourite/s. Display the results and conduct some analysis of them, e.g.: most popular, most liked by girls/boys, teacher's choice. 

Related lesson ideas
Aboriginal dreaming stories – Lift Off
Aboriginal families today – Lift Off
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