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Top Kid
	Program:
	Winners

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English, Health and P.E

	Themes/Topics:
	Ethics, Values, Justice; Bullying; Families; Genre; Film Language

	Description:
	Students explore and evaluate the commercialism of quiz shows, ethical behaviour, family values and expectations, bullying. They examine the quiz show genre and visual cues used in film language

	Resources:
	Top Kid, Winners series


Lesson plan: 

The quiz show genre 

Quiz shows are a major television drama with their roots in radio and before that party and community games. They rely very much on oral interaction which gives them vitality and a strongly interactive relationship with the viewer. They are also a very important marketing tool for consumer goods. 

Class discussion 

Using a television guide as a reference, ask students to list all the current television quiz shows. Add any others which they can remember. Discuss the similarities and differences between the shows focussing on: 

· the nature of the questions asked 

· the types of prizes offered 

· the attraction to male and female viewers (age-groups, demographics, educational background etc)
The purpose of the discussion is to establish that quiz shows differ markedly in the types of knowledge they value and reward. Some quiz shows such as Sale of the Century and Who wants to be a Millionaire? value the type of knowledge contained in textbooks, encyclopedias, reference books while others such as Burgo's Catch Phrase, Challenger and Wheel of Fortune give priority and rewards to 'everyday knowledge' like knowing the price of consumer goods, or common sayings, song titles or film titles. Others like Family Feud, The Newlywed Game and Millionaire, Letters and Numbers, Deal or No Deal etc reward intuitive knowledge about people. 

After students have recognised the distinctions between the different quiz shows discuss:

· what value does our society place on academic knowledge? 

· can types of knowledge be seen as masculine or feminine? If so, how?
Exciting the audience: techniques

Class discussion
Discuss the techniques used in Top Kid to develop and maintain the audience's interest in the show.

Homework
Watch a current television quiz show and identify the techniques used to inject excitement into the format. Focus on such aspects of the visuals as flashing lights, the use of a raised stage, a live audience, music, glitter and applause. 

Commercialism: the role of sponsors

Top Kid, like all quiz shows, frequently mentions the sponsors. Sponsorship involves some form of financial support for the program by a company (often in the form of prizes). 
Ask students to identify the sponsors in Top Kid. What do these sponsors sell? 

Discuss the following: 

· what do sponsors get in return for their sponsorship? 

· why do companies sponsor whole programs rather than paying for one or two advertising slots? 

· can students name the sponsors of any of the current quiz programs? 

· why did the Top Kid sponsor give Gary a new bike and his family a new washing machine i.e. what was their motive? 

Establishing a setting

As a whole class
Top Kid is set in 1950s Sydney. Re-play the first five minutes of the film and ask students to jot down the visual and aural codes which establish the time and place of the action e.g. costumes (braces, long shorts), location, props (satchels, wooden desks, vehicles, furniture). 

Ask the students to look closely at the scene in which we first meet Gary Doyle. What do the elements of the setting contribute to: 

· our expectations of the Doyle family, and 

· the characterisation of Gary and Gary's father (the four boys sharing one bedroom, Gary's use of a lantern, the kitchen furniture), language (sayings) and aural clues.
Family values

As a whole class
Replay the scene where the Headmaster tries to persuade Gary's father to send him to a school that will foster his talents and the following scene at the family home. Discuss the headmaster's comment that Gary 'has special talents.' 

· What are Gary's special talents? 

· Why can't Gary's current school develop them? 

· Would Gary be better off if he hid his talents? 

Individual work

Ask students to complete a PMI chart to help them decided whether Gary should move to the new school.

	Should Gary move to the other school?

	Pluses
	Minuses 
	Interesting 

	e.g. more challenging work

 

 

 

 
	e.g. travel time
	e.g. travel on bus


Draw a PMI chart on the board and collect samples of students’ recorded PMI responses. Can the class draw a conclusion or does it need further investigation? 

As a whole class

Discuss the father's reaction to the proposal

· What were his concerns? 

· Were they valid? 

· How could these concerns be resolved? 

Compare Gary's parents' reactions to the idea of him going to a different school. Discuss the statement that "Both parents want the best for Gary."
Homework

Gary's father told Gary he needed a trade and it was expected he would have a trade because that was what the men of his family did. Give the students other examples of 'family trades' eg a Melbourne law firm employs several generations of the one family, many children of medical doctors follow their parents into that profession. Ask students to interview their parents and find out what types of work their forebears did and why they did it. See if they can go back at least three generations to discover if their family has a 'family trade'.

In small groups

In groups of 5-6 students discuss the idea of 'family trades'. Is there evidence from their homework that certain trades or jobs run in families? Does a father have the right to direct his children into a particular type of work? Why might a father do this? How many of the students' parents do the same type of work as their parents? Is the idea of a 'family trade' breaking down? Appoint a spokesperson for each group to make a summary of their discussion to the class. 

As a whole class

What can the class as a whole conclude about 'family trades'? Consider the proposition that parents should choose their children's jobs. What are some benefits of this? What are the problems? What role should parents play in choosing their children's career?

Bullying

As a whole class
Discuss the bullying incidents in the film eg pushing the rubbish bins into his bike, the beating after his first appearance on the quiz show. Ask students to consider:

· why did the other students bully Gary? 

· why didn't Gary tell the headmaster who bullied him? 

· how did those who watched the bullying incidents contribute to further bullying? 

· how well did Gary deal with the beating? 

· how strong was Gary? Which is more effective - physical strength or emotional strength? 

· how difficult is it to stand up to bullies? 

· who helped Gary to deal with the bullies? Who else could have helped him? 

· Gary's friend, Jenny, was a small girl but she had a solution to the bullying problem. She was too small to tackle the bullies herself but she thought laterally and found a solution. What was it? 

Commercial values

In the 1950s the biggest quiz show in America was the $64000 Question sponsored by Revlon, the cosmetics company. In 1957 this CBS show reached number one in the ratings. In 1959 it was revealed that this show, and many others like it, were fixed. This resulted in a USA House of Representatives enquiry and the networks were forced to drop the shows. 
(The feature film Quiz Show depicts these events). The shows were not revived until a decade later. In Top Kid the reasons offered for "fixing" the show are that the sponsors required more entertainment in the program. Explain to students the concept of ethics as being a sense of the difference between right and wrong. Discuss with students:

· why do viewers expect quiz shows to be honest ie to ask unrehearsed questions and receive honest answers? 

· when is it acceptable for a show to rehearse so-called impromptu answers? 

· why do some quiz programs advise viewers that "parts of this program not affecting the outcome have been edited"? Does this reflect their sense of ethics? 

· which current TV quiz shows demonstrate unethical behaviour? eg The Weakest Link rewards ganging up on other contestants, rather than knowledge. 

Personal values

Individual writing
Gary is given the answers to some questions to be asked on the quiz show. When he refuses to give a rehearsed answer he is told that if he doesn't cooperate he will be replaced.

Draw a table on the board and ask students to suggest the issues Gary should consider then record their suggestions as to the effects of the issues. 

	Issues to consider
	If Gary gives rehearsed answer
	If Gary doesn't give the rehearsed answer

	e.g. Effects on the show
	e.g. more people might watch to show

 
	e.g. show may be less exciting, lose sponsors etc 

	eg. Effects on the sponsors
	 

 

 
	 

	e.g. Effects on his family
	 

 

 
	 

	e.g. Effects on his school life
	 

 

 
	 


Individual writing

Ask each student to write a letter to Gary outlining their position. In their letter they are to write about:

· whether they agree with Gary that it's wrong to give the rehearsed answer 

· whether the headmaster's advice was surprising 

· whether the headmaster's advice was justified 

· what they would do in his place and why. 

As a whole class

Ask some students to read their letters then discuss the issues. 

The final test

As a whole class
At the end of the next show Gary answered his rehearsed question and then said "I lied. What would you do?" But did he lie?
If students answer yes to this question, replay the last scene. Although Gary gave the rehearsed answer to the question, he expanded on that answer indicating that he actually knew the topic. He hadn't lied - unless he looked up the answer between the rehearsal and the show time?!


PMI charts were invented by Edward de Bono as a problem solving tool to encourage students to consider the plus, minus and interesting points of an issue before making a decision. 
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