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Tarflowers
	Program:
	Winners

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 7

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Narrative Structure; Stereotypes; Genre; Families; Symbolism and Icons

	Description:
	These activities stimulate discussion and thought about how filmmakers use a range of techniques to tell a story; about how people react to and relate with one another.

	Resources:
	Tarflowers, Winners series
Captain Johnno, Touch the Sun series
The Big Wish, More Winners series
Piece of prose written in first person, newspapers and magazines
Watley, Bruce (1992) Looking for Crabs Angus and Robertson, Sydney.



Lesson plan: 

Narrative techniques 

Tarflowers uses a voice-over narration. View the film then discuss the strengths and limitations of this narrative technique e.g. the character is able to tell us what he is feeling but point of view is largely limited to what the character can see and know. Because everything we learn in the story comes through one character it is not possible for us to know what other characters are thinking and feeling. 

Look at a piece of prose written in the first person and compare the technique with voice over narration.

Class discussion 

Discuss with students their response to the technique of the book pages unfolding between sequences. Why is this technique used? Does it make the story more or less true to life? 

Kevin is described as "not the full quid". Discuss what this term means. His tarflowers are graffiti. Discuss Kevin's reasons for painting flowers on the walls of Newtown. With more able students it may be possible to introduce the concept of the naive narrator. A simple way into this concept is through picture books such as Looking for Crabs in which the reader 'sees' (quite literally) more than the storyteller. (Catcher in the Rye is a sophisticated example of the naive narrator.) 

Symbols and symbolism
Individual activity
Replay the park sequence. Look at the sequence in which the sign is nailed to the pole. Have students prepare the same sign using only symbols and without words. 

Class discussion
The tarflowers are a symbol of happiness and laughter. Ask the class to list the associations the film establishes with tarflowers. If they could, where would they paint tarflowers in their own city? Ask them to give reasons for their choices. In this way you can check whether they have understood the symbolism.

Have students design a graffiti mural for their bedroom wall or in the classroom (use calico as a backdrop). The design should create a particular mood therefore consideration should be given to colour as well as content. See also Captain Johnno for more material on disabilities and handicap. 

Stereotypes
Class discussion
Tarflowers makes extensive use of stereotypes for humour. Amongst other things stereotypes are a conventional and short-cut form of characterisation. They encourage certain kinds of interpretation of a story's characters. Examine the characters of Mrs Pearl and Mrs Tisley. Compare their costumes, voice, manner of walking, hairstyles. What sorts of interpretations do they invite? What judgments do you make about these characters? 

Homework or in class activity
Students collect stereotypical cartoon characters from newspapers and magazines. They prepare a collage of the cartoons and describe the physical and personality characteristics which are stereotyped. 

Family 
Class discussion
Tarflowers presents a family that is not related by blood. Discuss the ways in which Mary, Alec and Guy act as a family for Kevin. 

Genre

Small groups
Tarflowers fits within the fantasy genre. This genre employs non-realistic settings and events. Have students identify those elements of the plot and the mis en scene (what they see on the screen) that mark the film as "fantasic". What changes to plot and presentation would be needed if the film were to be presented as realistic. See also The Big Wish for more material on fantasy. 
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