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Room to Move
	Program:
	Winners

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Film Language; Self and Relationships; Families

	Description:
	These activities explore film language and issues to do with pressure, family ties, and friendship. Students debate, discuss and write about them.

	Resources:
	Room to Move, Winners series


Lesson plan: 

Characterisation
This film has powerfully drawn and contrasting characters. It is very useful for teaching characterisation. Before viewing the film, introduce the term characterisation - how films tell us what a character is like. Record on the board these questions for reference after viewing. 

	How do we learn about a character?

1. From their actions

things they do
things they do not do

2. From their dialogue

what they say
how they say it

3. From what other characters say about them.

 




Individual activities
1. Before viewing the film record the title and discuss the use of the term "Room to Move". It has both literal (everyday, common sense) and connotative meanings (mental/emotional links). 

2. Ask students to prepare a sentence/statement using the term in the two different senses. Read the statements aloud to the class and compare them.

Films in which the characters are given strong motivations and histories seem realistic. The central agents of classic narratives are typically represented as fully rounded individuals with certain characteristics or traits of personality, motivations and desires. The chain of events in the story is governed by the motivations and actions of these characters. 

3. Before viewing ask students to note the motivation offered for each character's behaviour and discuss their notes at the conclusion of viewing. For example students might record the following. 

· Carol - constriction, loneliness, boredom 

· Father - failed runner, high aspirations for Carol 

· Angie - rebellious, unhappy home life 

· Coach - competitive, the need to win 

Film language: controlling time
As a whole class
Replay and examine the race sequence. Film has the ability to compress or expand time through editing. On film races need to be slowed down. Time the race sequence and then identify the techniques used in the sequence to make the race last longer (e.g. slow motion, cutaways to the crowd.) Compare the sequence to the race sequence in Chariots of Fire or Phar Lap. See also McMahon and Quin (1995) Real Images MacMillan, Melbourne for a detailed discussion on the function of cutaways and inserts. 

Debate 
At one point the coach says to Carol - "When it comes down to it winning is what it is all about". Have the class form debating teams for and against this proposition. Alternatively use the statement as an essay topic. 

As a whole class
Discuss the class interpretation of the title at the conclusion of the film. 

Issues for discussion

Families

· why are families so important? 

· are you satisfied with your family? 

· in what ways would you change your family? 

· what causes conflict in families? 

· what are the strengths and weaknesses in Carol's family? 

Friendship

· how do people make friends? 

· how can one retain a friend? 

· what is meant by 'circles of friends'? 

· what does 'peer pressure' mean? 

· why do friendships change? 

Other resources
A number of feature films explore the pressures of professional sport and dance. See Personal Best, Chariots of Fire, Turning Point, White Nights, A Chorus Line.
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