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Paper Boy
	Program:
	Winners

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Narrative Structure; Film Language; Civics and Citizenship; Self and Relationships; Families

	Description:
	These activities focus on narrative structure and design elements in film production. They also explore political concepts and family relationships.

	Resources:
	Paper Boy worksheet
Poetry, old film footage, newspaper archives


Lesson plan: 

Before screening the film record on the board this diagram describing the basics of story structure: 

	Story structure basics

stable state ---> disruption ---> new stable state


Narrative: establishing a problem or conflict
As a whole class
View the first five minutes of the film. Discuss the following questions and record a summary of the key points: 

· What is the opening situation of the film? 

· What might be the disruption to the family situation? 

· How do you think the film will end? 

· What was the Depression? 

· What sorts of things happened to people during the Depression? 

· When did the Depression happen? 

· What happened to unemployed people in the Depression? 

Film language: design
In small groups
Students list on a worksheet the aspects of the film that tell them it is set in the past. Group under the following headings - costumes, props, signs, furniture, vehicles. They identify the dominant colours of the film. What feelings do they associate with these colours? (Note the sepia tones) 

In a visual text we learn about the characters through what they do, what they say, the way they look and what others say about them. For each major character students use the worksheet to prepare a list of character traits based on their appearance, dialogue and actions, e.g. 

- Joe - young, argumentative, independent, responsible, 
- father - old, angry, disappointed, drinker. 


Politics
Class discussion
Two extreme political views are presented in this film, each view represented by a character:

· Jack - communist, anti-employer 

· Joe's father - anti-communist, believes in free enterprise. 

Discuss what the students understand about the characters' political views.

Small group work
List on the board the unfamiliar terms and their meanings: free enterprise, capitalism, communism, freedom of speech, Gulag. In small groups, students research these terms and share their understandings 

Class discussion
Discuss student views of the political issues raised: 

· should Joe be allowed to attend political meetings? 

· how can one learn about different political views? 

· does it matter if you have different political views to your parents? 

As a whole class
View again the scene of the political meeting. Identify with the class the symbols of communism used in this scene (hammer and sickle, red banner, term 'comrade'). Discuss with students the importance of symbols in politics and everyday life eg advertising.

Australia is one of the few countries in the world to have compulsory electoral enrolment and voting (since 1924). Why do the political parties support compulsory voting? Do you think it forces people to be more politically aware? Find out the two forms of voting used in Australia. What is meant by 'one vote one value'? 

Characterisation
In small groups
Discuss the changes in Joe's character and the story (narrative) motivation for these changes. Use this guide to discussion:

· What changes can you see in Joe's behaviour? 

· What does the story suggest as the reasons for these changes? 

· Do you think his behaviour is justifiable? 

· How might you have behaved in Joe's situation? 

· What are Joe's strengths and weaknesses? 

· With whom does the audience sympathise? 

· What makes the tramp return to his family? 

Narrative structure: resolution
As a whole class
Revise the initial structure of a story covered in 1. Fill in the appropriate events from the story under the headings of stable state - disruption - new stable state. Discuss the resolution (ending) to the story. 

Discuss the film's premise that every problem is solved when Dad gets a new job. Are there any unresolved problems? 
What problems does the story ending ignore? 
Do you think Joe will continue to be a communist? 

Family relationships
As a whole class
Like many of the other titles in this series The Paper Boy deals with families in conflict and struggles for independence. Discuss: 

· the sources of the families’ conflict. 

· parallels with today's situation. 

· ways that young people can achieve independence 

· does being independent mean simply living away from home? 

· how can you be independent in your own family situation? 

· what survival skills did Joe learn? 
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