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On Loan B
	Program:
	Winners

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	Humanities and Social Sciences, Civics and Citizenship

	Themes/Topics:
	Self and Relationships; Cultural Studies; Multicultural Australia

	Description:
	With these activities students explore multiculturalism and its effects on Australian life.

	Resources:
	On Loan, Winners series


Lesson plan: 

View On Loan 
Replay the opening scenes at the dance recital. This scene foreshadows, in a number of ways, the sense of 'otherness' that Lindy will develop in the course of the narrative. 

Analyse how difference is shown
Draw students attention to the visual and aural cues which construct Lindy as different. Look specifically at: 

· her costume 

· the dance 

· the music 

Discuss how this sense of difference is reinforced through the characterisation of the woman in the audience (her look at Lindy's father, her response to his statement that the girl is his daughter). 

Replay the dinner party scene at the home of Minh. The scene presents two cultures meeting. Identify the aspects of Vietnamese culture which are highlighted in this scene, e.g.: 
- the use of language, 
- the discussion of the chopsticks, 
- the song. 

Have students respond to the scene in terms of their own feelings. 

· How might they feel in such a situation? 

· How do they think they would respond? 

· What advantages can they see in belonging to two cultures. 

Define multiculturalism
Using student responses attempt to define multiculturalism. Point out that the term can be used in different ways. It can be used: 

· descriptively, when referring to a society as a mosaic of many different groups with a diverse range of ethnic and/or racial backgrounds 

· prescriptively, to suggest that various ethnic and racial groups should be recognised as equal contributors to society and equal sharers in its resources. 

Have students identify instances of the two uses of the term multiculturalism in newspapers, magazines, radio, television. Ask them to survey friends and families on their understanding of the term multiculturalism. 

Compare ethnicity

Share information about the different ethnic backgrounds amongst the students. Either individually or in small groups have students prepare short presentations on: 

· the major cultural characteristics of their ethnic backgrounds (customs, beliefs, religion, roles of family members, food, clothing and leisure activities) 

· evidence that these cultural characteristics have influenced Australia (food, cultural studies, education, festivals etc)
· changes in family life between one generation and the next. 

Australia continues to project itself as a multi-cultural society. Ask students to prepare a series of statements supporting or contradicting this view of Australia. Possible information sources are: 

· government and private sector tourism promoters and traders 

· organisations which cater for tourists within Australia 

· educational institutions aiming at attracting overseas students. 

Debate some issues
Form debating teams for and against these propositions: 

· The adoption of children from overseas is harmful to the child and should not be permitted. 

· Adopted children are, indeed, on loan. 

· All children are on loan. 
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