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On Loan
	Program:
	Winners

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Self and Relationships; Cultural Studies; Families; Multicultural Australia

	Description:
	These learning activities focus on cross cultural adoption particularly as it relates to victims of the Vietnam war. The activities explore family relationships, cultural ties and narrative structure.

	Resources:
	On Loan, Winners series


Lesson plan: 

Cueing in
As a whole class 
It may be necessary to fill in some historical background for the students before viewing On Loan. Discuss the Vietnam War, and war orphans and their adoption overseas. 

Draw students' attention to the use of parallelism in the plot structure. Pay specific attention to:

· the two dining scenes (Lindy's Australian family / Vietnamese family). 

· the characters of Lindy and Minh. 

Discuss how parallel construction encourages the viewer to recognize the similarities and contrasts between the two families.

View the first part of the film 

As a whole class 

View the film until the birthday party scene. Pause the tape after the birthday scene and establish with the class the function of this scene within the story, eg. it sets up the happy family which will face a disruption. 
Ask students to predict what the disruption or conflict will be.
Encourage the students to use the title and the fact of Lindy's adoption as clues. 

View the next part of the film 

As a whole class 

Continuing viewing the film. Pause the tape after Lindy finishes reading the letter from her father and says "Mum?" 

What is a plot? 

Plot is a series of "what if" questions. Identify the questions raised in the first half of the film 

· Will Lindy meet her father? 

· Will Lindy reject her natural parents? 

· Will Lindy stay in Australia? And so on. 

Have students write the list of questions raised in the first half of the film. After viewing link the questions to the resolution of the film. Are any questions left unresolved? 

Finish viewing the film

As a whole class
After completing viewing the film do the following activities.

Finding one's roots
Individual or small group research
Lindy tries to familiarise herself with Vietnam and her cultural roots. Look through some picture books (eg Pictures on a Page, books produced by Life magazine) which show images of Vietnam. If there are students of Vietnamese descent in the class it may be an opportunity for them to share their families' memories and experiences of Vietnam. 

View again
Preparation: cue the breakfast scene 

View the breakfast scene and stop the tape after the breakfast table discussion. Ask students to respond to the scene. What is Lindy's mother afraid of? Do you think her fears are reasonable? What risk does she face? 

Look at the scene in which Lindy meets her Vietnamese cousins. Discuss Lindy's emotions during the meeting. 

· How would Lindy feel at the dinner table? 

· What influence does her cousin have on her? 


Lindy decides to remain in Australia. Discuss her reasons for the decision and the ways her sense of self-identity have changed during the story. 

Narrative style: point of view
Individual writing
This story is largely told from Lindy's point of view. Discuss the concept of point of view then ask students re-write the narrative from the point of view of Lindy's mother or father. 

Family relationships
As a whole class
The film raises issues about family relationships and prejudice. 
Discuss: 

· the concept of the nuclear family 

· permutations of the family; two parent, one parent, childless, step, melded, foster, adoptive and extended families 

How does On Loan fit into the above? 
What are the strengths and weaknesses of Lindy's family? 
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