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Just friends
	Program:
	Winners

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English; Health and Physical Education

	Themes/Topics:
	Self and Relationships; Families; Film Language

	Description:
	These activities enable students to explore a range of issues to do with relationships as they affect young teenagers. They also explore some elements of film language.

	Resources:
	Just friends, Winners series


Lesson plan: 
Reading the opening scene 

As a whole class 

1. View the whole Just Friends program and allow students to share their impressions of the show. 

2. View the opening scene again then discuss with students the film techniques used in that scene: 

· Visual codes - camera angle, camera movement, editing (shot length, juxtaposition of shots), lighting 

· Aural codes - music, sound effects, dialogue, natural and imported sounds
3. Discuss and note the contribution of the visual and aural codes to the atmosphere of pace and excitement created in the opening sequence, e.g. fast editing, flashing lights, upbeat music, constant movement within the frame, moving camera. 

Characterisation
As a whole class
4. Explore the construction of the character of Buzz. What expectations are established by his:

· clothes 

· body language/gesture
· way of speaking (educated? place of origin? accent? bias?)
Family conflict and non-verbal language 
As a whole class
5. Review the scenes showing family meals. Discuss the situation at the dinner table. Obviously each family member has his/her own problem.

· Ask students to try and identify each person's worry and describe other characters' reactions to them. 

· How does the editing (specifically the juxtaposition of the shots) contribute to the tense mood of these scenes? These scenes can also be used to a discuss non-verbal language. 

6. Explore the specific inter-family relationships. Discuss the source of the conflict in each relationship:

· Mother - Jenny 

· Mother - Susan 

· Susan - Jenny 

· Susan - her father 

Relationships
As a whole class
7. Discuss the character Mags' description of Buzz as a 'user'. 

· Identify the specific behaviours that mark Buzz as a 'user'. 

· Ask students to react to Buzz. What elements of the character do they dislike? What aspects of the character are attractive? 

8. View the final race scene again.

Discuss the ways in which the final race between Susan and Buzz is made to last a lot longer than it would in real time (cutaways to the onlookers, use of slow motion.)Discuss the effectiveness of slow motion for conveying characters' emotions and effort.

Issues
As a whole class
9. Smoking

Smoking is initially presented as "cool". Susan's mother reacts angrily to finding cigarettes in Susan's bag. Later in the program Susan shows her distaste for smoking. Discuss with the class: 
- attitudes towards smoking 
- attitudes towards advertising cigarettes

Many students will probably recognise the brand of cigarettes smoked by Buzz. Discuss their reactions to the program's use of a recognisable brand. Do they consider this a covert form of advertising? 

8. Teenage pregnancy

Discuss with students the attitudes of Jenny and her Mother to Jenny's pregnancy and how they change. Discuss the responsibilities of sexually active teenagers with regard to eg safe sex, considering the consequences of their actions, their children.

9. Gender

Discuss the ways Gender is represented in this film. 


Themes
As a whole class
10. Just Friends develops the themes of individuality, independence, jealousy and friendship. Use the stimulus questions below as the basis for class discussion of one or more of these themes. 

Individuality

· everyone is different and differences can be physical, cultural, personal or socio-economic. What differences emerge in this film? 

· how can we retain our individuality at the same time as we are one of the group? 
Independence: 

Independence 

· Susan saw Francine steal. How would you react in Susan's situation? 

· what is peer pressure? give some examples of peer pressure. 

Jealousy

· what causes jealousy? 

· why did the characters in Just Friends experience jealousy? 

· how can you cope with jealousy? 

Friendship 

· what qualities do you look for in a friend? 

· how do you tell a friend that he/she is behaving badly? 
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