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Boy Soldiers – Teaching Resource A
	Program:
	“Boy Soldiers”  from the Winners series

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 8

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English, Humanities and Social Sciences, Media Arts

	Themes/Topics:
	Film Language, Genre, Ethics, Values, Justice, War and Conflict

	Description:
	This resource contains a broad range of learning tasks which can be undertaken either as a unit of work, or as individual lessons. Students explore issues about conscription in war time, and analyse the filmmaking techniques used to tell one boy's story. They research and debate conscription, discuss poetry from the WWI era, and explore what it means to be courageous. 
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1. Introduction

In small groups or as a class, students share their current understandings of the issue of conscription. These initial understandings could be recorded on visual organisers. 

The teacher then guides students by asking questions to extend upon their prior knowledge. Students discuss their wonderings and formulate questions about conscription. Teachers may need to provide background information for the students about conscription and the atmosphere in Australia in 1914. 
· A 1910 law required all boys between 14 and 17 years to register for military training. 
· Between 1911 and 1915 over 30,000 boys were prosecuted for not obeying this law. 

· In 1965, conscription was reintroduced for 20-year olds but on a lottery rather than a total draft system. Males who refused to be ‘called up’ were known as conscientious objectors and treated with disdain.
	2. Analyse the film techniques 
Boy Soldiers is a carefully crafted period piece. Through group and class discussions, identify the filmmaker's use of technical, symbolic and aural codes to establish the setting as the early 1900s. This includes sepia tones, housing styles, props, etc. 
Technical codes

Symbolic codes

Aural codes


- Lighting 
- Framing 
- Editing 


- Costumes 
- Setting 
- Body language 
- Colour 


- Music 
- Sound effects 
- Dialogue 

3. Examine a stereotype
Discuss which aspects of the sergeant are stereotypical to portrayals of army drill sergeants. Look at his body language, dialogue, and the manner in which he is framed by the camera. 

4. Explore the character of Barnes
Barnes is constructed as a sympathetic character. Ask students to identify the aspects of the film that ask the audience to sympathise with Will Barnes. 

5. Examine Barnes' view
Students summarize Will Barnes' arguments against joining the army, and then summarize the opposing position. 

6. Research the issue of conscription
Divide the class into small groups to research the history of conscription in Australia. Each team could be assigned to one of the major conflicts in which Australia was involved, such as the Boer War, World War I, Korean World War II, Vietnam and the Afghanistan war. They could investigate issues including:

· What was the war about? 

· Why was Australia involved? 

· Why did the government think conscription was necessary? 

· Who opposed conscription? 

· Was conscription made a law? 

· What were the penalties for opposition? 

7. Debate the issues
Divide the class into teams to debate one of these contentions: 

· Will's contention that "If everyone refused to fight there would be no war." 

· "There is no justification for conscription" 

· "Everyone should be prepared to fight for our country." 

· "Conscientious objectors let the side down." 

8. Discuss WWI poetry
Read a selection of poems written about the First World War aloud to the students. Accessible poems include Rupert Brooke's The Soldier and The Dead, John McCrae's In Flanders Field and Siegfried Sassoon's Lamentations and Does it Matter?
Discuss the issues raised in these poems, the emotions stirred by them, and the points of view of the poets.
9. Explore courage
Will Barnes demonstrated that he is willing to resist pressure to stand by his values. Research other individuals who have refused to bow to the majority and stood alone for their own beliefs (Martin Luther King, Ghandi and Willy Brandt are some examples). In their research, have students focus on the beliefs of the individual and the risks they took.


10. Making conclusions
As a class or in small groups, discuss students’ new learning about conscription and related issues. Refer back to their original wonderings and questions to see if they have been answered. What have they learnt about film techniques, stereotypes and the construction of characters in films? Discuss any areas of interest for further investigation. 
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