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One Big Happy Family
	Program:
	Worst Best Friends

	Year Level:
	Year 1 to Year 6

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English; Humanities and Social Sciences; The Arts; Health and Physical Education

	Themes/Topics:
	Families; Growth and Development; Cultural Studies; Ethics, Values, Justice

	Description:
	Students explore the concept of family and how families are similar and different. They share ideas about roles and responsibilities within families and how they change over time.

	Resources:
	Worst Best Friends series, particularly episodes 3,4,7,12. 
Molly Makes Music Kaboodle Series, Episode 1
Other: Anthony Browne, Piggy Book, Franklin Books, Lane Cove, NSW 1986. 
M Dumbleton & T Denton, Passing On, Random House (Red Fox), Sydney, 2001.
Libby Gleeson, Where’s Mum, Omnibus Books, Norwood, SA, 1992
Libby Gleeson, Mum Goes to Work, Ashton Scholastic, Gosford, NSW, 1992.
Nigel Gray and Michael Foreman, I’ll Take You to Mrs Cole, Macmillan, Australia, 1985.


Lesson plan: 

Note: Teachers need to be very sensitive to the needs and feelings of individual students and their families when discussing families. Although the separation of Thesaurus's parents is a major theme in the series, it is not a major focus in these lesson ideas. Teachers wishing to discuss issues of parental separation are advised to refer to their school policies for approaches. 

We all have families
Display a photograph of your family. Ask students to suggest what the photo shows and explain the reasons for their ideas. If possible, record their comments in order to refer to later. Tell students this is your family and talk a little about each of the members, their interests and their ages.

Ask students to draw and label the members of their family. Provide opportunities for them to share their work with the class and explain who each family member is. Display students’ work for others to see and refer to.

Read a selection of books about families from the resources list. Discuss each of the families and how the families are similar to and different from one another. Record students’ ideas. 

Ask students to suggest a definition of ‘family’. Encourage all students to contribute ideas and comment on the ideas of others. Record a class definition for students to refer to. Remind students that this definition can be added to or changed at any time.

Magazine search 
Ask students to work with a partner or in a small group, to find photographs that might be families in magazines. Ask students to share and explain their choices. Encourage students to organise the photos to show different family groups, e.g. large families, small families, families where there is only one parent. Create a ‘Families Collage’ with the pictures and display for students to refer to.

Are all families the same?
View episodes 2 and 3 of Worst Best Friends. Discuss the families of Dusting and Thesaurus.
• Who are the members of the family?
• How big is the family?
• What is each member of the family like? 
• What do you see them doing?
• What other things do you think they might do?
• How do the members of the family relate to one another?

Family tree
Ask students to work with a partner or in a small group to create a family tree for Dusting or Thesaurus. Students may want to use a computer program such as Inspiration or another drawing program to help them record their ideas. Encourage students to share and discuss their work with others.

Ask students to choose a character’s family they would most like to be a member of and explain the reasons for their choice. Record their comments. 

Families, belonging and feelings
View episode 12 of Worst Best Friends where Max finds out he is adopted. Explain that being adopted is one of many ways people become a family member. We can be born into a family, adopted, fostered and even blended into a family. Discuss different family structures. For example, one-parent, two-parent, extended families, foster families, blended families represented in the children’s collages and noticed in Worst Best Friends. 
In episode 12 after Max discovers he is adopted, he feels very unhappy. He decides to let all his beloved pet rabbits go because he wants them to be with their real families but Molly finds them and returns them. Max thinks they have returned themselves. Molly doesn’t reveal what she has done, however, she says to Max; ”Even if you’re not their family you can still be very special to them” .
What was Molly really saying to Max? Why do you think this made Max feel better? Ask students about very special people who are not their family but are still considered family.

(Sensitivity to the needs and feelings of students and their families is important during this activity)
What do family members do?
Read Piggy Book by Anthony Browne. Encourage students to respond to the book. 
Talk about each family member in Piggy Book. Develop a profile for each family member showing their roles and responsibilities within the family. Compare what each member did at the beginning of the story with his or her roles at the end of the story. Were they doing the same things at the end? Why or why not? Who had most responsibilities? Was this fair? Why or why not? What changes took place during this story? Ask students what they think the story is saying and why they think the author wrote this story. 

What family roles, responsibilities and tasks are important?
Use the labeled family pictures completed earlier as a focus to discuss the roles and the responsibilities of students and other members of their families. Ask students to record the main responsibilities of each family member. Share students’ work and encourage comment. Alternatively, students could mime each member of the family carrying out their main task in the family. 

Brainstorm a class list of all the tasks carried out by different family members that have been drawn, read about, viewed or discussed. Ask students if some family tasks are more important than others? Using the list, ask students to work with a partner or in a small group to rate family tasks from most important to least important. Share and discuss similarities and differences between ratings.

How do families change?
Discuss and list the different stages of our lives, infancy, childhood, adolescence, adulthood and old age. For younger students it would be more appropriate to use specific labels such as baby, child, teenager, parent, grandparent. 

Pose the question: Do families and our roles in them change? Record students’ ideas about changes to families and some of the reasons for these changes. For example; the birth of a new baby, growing older, moving home, getting a new pet or someone leaving home. 

Ask students to work in groups of four to create a poster showing how families care for children at different ages. Give each group a different age: newborn, one year, three years, five years, seven years, ten years, twelve years, fifteen years, eighteen years. 

Ask students to carry out a family survey of the main jobs each person does in their home. Share and use this information and the information from the earlier brainstorm list and activities to enable students to group usual roles and responsibilities for different stages of our lives. Encourage student discussion and comment about patterns that emerge and record statements for students to refer to.

Autobiographical time line 
Ask students to create their own autobiographical time line listing the milestones in their lives so far. You may want to make the task more complex by restricting them to the five or six they believe have been the most important. Demonstrate the format of a time line by completing a joint construction using a character from Worst Best Friends. Provide time for students to research their time lines at home and opportunities to share their work with other students.

Extend students by having them predict two future milestones in their lives and the reasons why they believe they will experience these.

Coping with change
View episode 10 when Thesaurus' Dad moves out of the family home. List and discuss other changes Thesaurus has to go through during the series. How does he cope with these changes? Beside each, record his strategies for dealing with the change. Are some changes easier to cope with than others? 

Work with a partner to select four possible family changes. Develop four strategies that might help a child cope with these family changes. Share and display these in the classroom. 

View episode 4 of Worst Best Friends. Aunt Ivy comes to stay and Dusting convinces Thesaurus to run away with him. However, they both learn that running away doesn’t solve any problems.

Refer back to students’ earlier drawings of their families. Discuss the concept of the extended family. Encourage students to share stories about members of their extended family. Students might ask their parents to help them create a family tree showing their extended family. 

What ties families together?
Episode 4 ends with Aunt Edna’s comment that “interest is the string that ties families together”. As a class discuss what this means, then view episode 3 and list things Dusting’s family do together, e.g. eating, dancing, making music. Add other things students remember families doing together throughout the Worst Best Friends series. Begin a ‘Graffiti Wall’ listing things families can do together.

Ask students to work in pairs to list activities their families take an interest in or do together. Share lists with the class and add them to the ‘Graffiti Wall’. 

View episode 7 where Thesaurus’ Dad tries to bond with his son by having a holiday with him. Discuss students’ ideas about why they don’t seem to be having such a great time. Ask students to work in pairs to imagine they are Thesaurus and his Dad planning their next holiday. Give them the parameters of planning a driving holiday that takes them no more than 100 kilometres from home.


Encourage some lateral thinking about the things they could do together in the local area and beyond. Have them also write three tips to make a holiday a good holiday. Provide opportunities for students to present their ideas to the class. 

Ask students to think of ways they can show more interest in the activities of other family members. Record suggestions such as, ask questions, go to performances and games, read and discuss books together, listen to one another, learn about and join in with sporting or hobby activities on the ‘Graffiti wall’.

Encourage students to develop an action plan and record it on the Action Plan (PDF file) worksheet, to help them show more interest in the activities of a family member. 

Ask students to write a ‘Wish List’ of activities they would like their family to do together and in groups share some strategies about how this can be accomplished.

Assist each student to make a concertina book. Provide the lead sentence,
‘Being a member of a family means ... ’. 
Encourage students to complete sentences and illustrate, e.g. helping with the dishes, feeding the cat, setting the table, collecting the mail, putting out the rubbish, giving hugs and kisses. 

Create a ‘Family Alphabet’ by listing the alphabet down the left-hand side of a page. Use each letter to write a word that tells something about what you have learned about or know about families. 

View episode 3 where Molly had high tea with Mrs Esme Lander. Talk about the importance of spending time with one another and listening to show that you care. Celebrate the importance of families by inviting family or extended family members to ‘High Tea’ at school. Discuss and plan the food, create invitations and decorations and certificates thanking family members for caring for one another. Present certificates at the afternoon tea. For students whose family are unable to attend, explain that family members care for each other by working, both at home and in paid employment, and by caring for young or older family members, and that these and many other reasons mean they are not always able to come to school activities. For these children, present the certificate to the students and allow them to tell a little about someone important in their family if they wish. Encourage students to show visitors their concertina books, ‘Family Alphabets and other work’. 
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