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Top Enders
	Program:
	Touch the Sun

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English; Civics and Citizenships

	Themes/Topics:
	Self and Relationships; Families; Ethics, Values, Justice; Cultural Studies; Indigenous Issues

	Description:
	Students explore some film techniques, characterisation, stereotyping, juxtaposition, and storyboarding. They discuss these themes in the film: growing up, risk taking, adventure and independence.

	Resources:
	Top Enders, Touch The Sun


Lesson plan: 
Examine the ways setting is established in a film and its importance to the narrative. 

View the opening of Top Enders
Watch the opening 5-10 minutes of the time. Record these topics as the basis for discussion:
- Top Enders 
- Place 
- People 

Discussion points: 
· What part of Australia is known as the Top End? 

· What knowledge do you have of this area? 

· What do we learn about Darwin from: 

1. the scenery (ocean, beaches, palm trees) 

2. the people (summer clothes, Aborigines) 

3. the buildings (wooden houses and shutters) 

4. the objects/props (mosquito net)
5. Agriculture (mango and avocado trees, cattle)
Ask students to think about what they have heard on the sound track and to list everything they can remember (dialogue, music, SFX). Have them list the specific sound effects they can remember (car engines, crickets). Explain that the sound of crickets is an ambient track (a continuous sound in the background which in all likelihood either came off disk or was collected at a different time). Discuss why this track is used and how such tracks are collected. Ask students to identify the ambient noise in their environment. 

Discuss the characters
In the first five minutes we meet the central characters of the film 

· Alice 

· Mick 

· Susie (Alice's mother) 

· Jack (Alice's father) 

For each character have students record their first impressions. Students should read their impressions aloud and then be asked to justify their views by referring to specific behaviours or examples of dialogue from the film, eg. 

	Alice:
competitive - car dragging scene 
aggressive - "you are my useless lump of a father" 


Ask students to concentrate on one of the main characters and make notes for use in a character profile to be written after viewing. 

Analyse the relationships
This is a film about relationships both broken and mended. Ask students to describe the relationships in the first half of the film between: 

	Alice - Jack 
	Alice - Susie 
	Alice - Mick 


Compare the situations at the conclusion of the film. Discuss: 

· Why the relationships have changed? 

· What new knowledge does each character have? 

Make a storyboard

Top Enders makes some interesting use of camera angles and has some specific sequences that are useful in teaching the construction of point of view. Look at the scene in which the children come over the rise and look down at the tourist bus below. Identify the camera angles used in the sequence. Ask students to sketch in storyboard form the sequence of shots that establishes the view of the coach as the children's point of view, eg. 

- shot of children from low angle in wide shot 
- high angle shot of coach 
- close up of children's faces 


Discuss the stereotypes
Top Enders mocks and satirises the stereotypes of Aboriginal people. Look at the sequence in which the children get money from the tourists. Discuss: what stereotypes of Aboriginal people are being made fun of in this scene. What is the film's attitude to the tourists? 

Discuss the role of juxtaposition in narrative
The film uses a series of counterpointed scenes to explore the children's relationships with their significant others. Replay the two scenes in which Mick buries his dog and Alice talks to her injured father. Discuss: how does the juxtaposition of the scenes influence the way you understand each situation? Why have these scenes been placed alongside each other? 

Discuss the themes
The themes of Top Enders are relationships and growing up in two cultures. Have students identify the behaviours and knowledges that define 'growing up' for Alice and 'growing up' for Mick. Jack also says he has 'grown up' but he is an adult. Discuss what Jack means by this statement. 

This film touches upon the themes of independence, risk taking and adventure. Ask students to identify the sequences which best amplify these themes. Discuss:
- the relationship between risk taking and independence (can someone go too far? eg. extreme sports)
- other films which show girls having an adventure.
- the steps each child in the film took towards independence
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