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Devil’s Hill
	Program:
	Touch the Sun

	Year Level:
	Year 7 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English; Health and Physical Education

	Themes/Topics:
	Self and Relationships; Families; Film Language; Genre; Narrative Structure; Environment

	Description:
	Students analyse some of the techniques used to tell stories on film. They explore fear and handling fear, conflict and the film-makers apparent ambivalence towards the Australian landscape.

	Resources:
	Devil’s Hill, Touch the Sun


Lesson plan: 
Devil's Hill is an adventure film. Here is one definition of an adventure story - a narrative which features the unknown, the uncharted, the unexpected with elements of danger, excitement and risk-taking. Before viewing identify the genre. Discuss the expectations one brings to an adventure film. 

Replay the opening sequence
This sequence shows Badge riding through the bush to visit his father. It is useful for teaching about the use and function of cutaways and issues of continuity. Play the sequence and discuss: 

· the screen direction in which Badge is travelling. Is it the same in every shot? What would be the effect if changed from shot to shot? 

· count the number of cutaways (shots that are not part of the main action), 
describe the content of the cutaways. 

Discuss: What do the cutaways tell us about the setting? What is Badge's reaction to the bush? 

Replay one of the adventure sequences
Replay one of Badge's near drowning in the river - the cave sequence - the rock climbing sequence 

Focus on the choices the filmmaker must make to construct a sequence. Distribute the student worksheet. Ask students to jot down examples of film techniques used in the film.

Ask them to use their notes as a basis for discussing why the filmmaker has made the particular choices about a shot. Focus on the impact, the contribution to mood and pace of the sequence. 

Discuss fear
At the beginning of this film we are told that some of the characters have particular fears, eg. Badge - heights, Sheppie - storms, Bron - horses. Only Sam denies that he is afraid of anything. Discuss the fears that each child has faced and the efforts they make during the film to overcome these fears. 

Why does Bron say that "It's all right to be afraid." Do any students share similar fears to those of the characters in the film? How do they cope with their fears? 

Discuss how the film depicts conflict
Devil's Hill depicts some of the characters in conflict both with others and within themselves. Use the sequence showing the first meeting between Dave and Tink to discuss external conflict and the sequence in which Badge crosses the rope bridge to discuss internal conflict. Discuss the particular difficulties of showing internal conflict on film (cannot give the viewer direct access to the character's emotions but gesture, facial expression, suggests certain emotions that would be articulated in a written narrative.) Identify the techniques the film uses to suggest Badge's internal conflict e.g. facial expression, dramatic music, cutaways to the fast flowing water, close-ups of his feet. 

Review the definition of an adventure story given in the previewing section above. As a class group identify those elements of the story that fit the definition. Discuss why so many adventure stories involve a journey away from home. What opportunities does a journey offer the storyteller? 

Badge and Sam each have their strengths and weaknesses. Identify them for both characters and discuss the role their strengths play in their survival. 

Conflict between family members is not unusual. Discuss the causes of conflict in Devil's Hill and how it is resolved. 

Explore ambivalence in film
The film presents some beautiful images of natural bushland. At times the environment appears beautiful and at other times hostile. Identify examples of each type of depiction in the film. This ambivalent attitude to the environment is a common theme in Australian films (Picnic at Hanging Rock, The Man From Snowy River of Australian Screen online for 3 min excerpts). View another film which features the environment strongly and discuss the reasons for the filmmaker's ambivalence. This theme can also be traced across much Australian poetry.
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