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Introduction to Genre
	Program:
	The Girl From Tomorrow

	Year Level:
	Year 4 to Year 7

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English; The Arts; Humanities and Social Sciences

	Themes/Topics:
	Genre; Narrative Structure; Film Language

	Description:
	Students learn about different fiction genres in television, film and books, focusing on the codes and conventions of drama, SF and fantasy in the telemovie The Girl From Tomorrow.

	Resources:
	The Girl From Tomorrow, telemovie 
Other: Spellbinder Series
Quest Beyond Time telemovie
Winners Series


Lesson plan: 
The Girl From Tomorrow is an exciting science fiction (SF) feature length telemovie that combines fantasy, action and drama. View and discuss other SF series or films such as Spellbinder and Quest Beyond Time to draw parallels or note differences in treatment of the science fiction genre.
Teachers are encouraged to select from and adapt learning experiences to meet the needs and interests of their students and the time available. 

Web search
Use the Internet to search for The Girl From Tomorrow. You may locate several sites created by schools or fans. Some may have photos from the production. Since some sites may not be official, they may include errors of various types. You might begin your search with the following site:
http://www.angelfire.com/id/tomorrow/
Before viewing The Girl From Tomorrow discuss:
What is genre?
Ask students to explain how videos and DVDs are organized in a video shop. List some of the categories suggested by students. Discuss why titles are organized in this way and explore how categories reflect particular genres, for example, science fiction, comedy, drama, historical fiction, romance or fantasy. 

Compare the use of genre labels to categorize film and television texts with similar genre labels for books. Consider and discuss how knowing the genre of a film or television text can help when making decisions about what to view and can also help in understanding meanings within a film or television show. 

Using a television or movie guide, identify and compare some television genres, for example, sport, quiz shows, news, drama, magazine programs, current affairs, soap operas. Identify similarities and differences between genres. 

Science fiction, fantasy and drama
Explain to students that the following activities will help the class to learn more about the codes and conventions of three key genres: science fiction, fantasy and drama. To begin, have students work in small groups and allocate one of the three genres to each group. 

Ask each group to list as many books, films, games, TV shows or telemovies as they can for the genre they are investigating, then have them select four or five of these texts and complete a chart similar to the examples below. Encourage students to think about writing styles, plot, action, characters and costumes, settings or locations, music and sound, lighting and special effects as well as common symbols used in the genre. Students can add columns to the chart according to their ideas. 

	Genre: Fantasy

	Text 
	Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone

	Plot/action
	Quest to achieve major task, overcome obstacles using magic and special skills. 

	Key characters and costumes
	Harry, Hermione, Ron;
academic gowns, wands 

	Setting
	Wizard school, often dark and gloomy,

	Symbols or motifs
	magic, heroes, special abilities,

	Key themes or messages
	good versus evil, trust, loyalty, staying positive, resilence


For texts with elements from more than one genre (below) use a coloured pen to highlight elements of relevance to the genre being investigated.

	Genre: Science fiction and superhero

	Text 
	Legacy of the Silver Shadow (ACTF TV series)

	Plot/action
	Superhero from the past sets out to redress past injustices.

	Key characters 
	Superhero from the past, modern heroes, villains.

	Setting
	disused underground warehouse frozen in time, our world of suburbia

	Symbols or motifs
	metallic chunky 50s style computer technology, superhero costumes

	Key themes or messages
	Good versus evil,
human qualities versus science or super powers (from another time)


Have groups share charts and their discoveries about each of the genres, then as a class write several sentences explaining the key features of each genre, for example,
- Science fiction often involves the supernatural, time travel or alien people or 
places. 
- Fantasy usually involves non-realistic settings and events, magic or enchanted people or places.
- Drama involves adventure where the narrative may feature the unknown, or the unexpected with elements of danger, risk-taking or highs and lows in excitement.

Drama and adventure
As a class discuss why adventure stories often involve a journey away from home, wherever home may be. What opportunities does a journey offer the filmmaker or storyteller? Consider in relation to Harry Potter books and films, and other titles suggested by students.

Predictions about The Girl From Tomorrow 
Discuss the title The Girl From Tomorrow. List the images created in students’ imaginations by this title. Make predictions about the likely plot or action in the film. Ask students to explain what leads them to make these predictions.

Read the description of the telemovie above and the description accompanying the video. Add additional student ideas about images and predictions about the plot and action to the list.

View The Girl From Tomorrow.

Respond and review
After viewing The Girl From Tomorrow provide opportunities for students to respond, sharing and recording on butcher paper or a whiteboard the parts they enjoyed most/least, parts that surprised them or other comments. Some students may like to write reviews for the school newsletter/website sharing their thoughts about the film.

Genre in The Girl From Tomorrow
Using the Worksheet based on the charts developed earlier, have students work in groups to record what they have discovered while viewing The Girl From Tomorrow. Discuss the types of journeys Alana makes during the film, both physical and personal or emotional. 

As a whole class discuss the features of The Girl From Tomorrow and establish the genre of the film. Discuss the likely target audience for this film and list the features from the film that advertisers might use to promote it to young people.

Advertising poster/short promo
Work with a partner to design an advertising poster or short film (as a promo) for The Girl From Tomorrow that will attract the appropriate target audience. 

Building on what you know
The following websites list books that might be read and compared with The Girl From Tomorrow. Use these, other books and films, to build knowledge of how authors and filmmakers use codes and conventions to create meanings. 

Fiction
http://www.neutralbay-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/library/fiction.htm
Fantasy
http://www.webrary.org/Kids/jbibfantasy.html

Science fiction
http://www.webrary.org/Kids/jbibsf.html
http://www.neutralbay-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/library/SIFI/bib.htm
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