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Customs
	Program:
	The Genie From Down Under

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Stereotypes; Humour and Satire

	Description:
	With these activities students explore the use of the pun and stereotypes in Australian television and examine some of the film techniques used in film.

	Resources:
	Customs, The Genie from Down Under


Lesson plan: 

View Customs and discuss the use of the pun 

The title of this episode is a pun. A pun is a play on words. In this case the word 'customs' has two meanings and both meanings are invoked in this episode. 

After viewing discuss the term pun and explore how the two meanings of the word 'customs' are used in this episode. 

Discuss the Australian customs depicted in this episode (the football game, the CWA ladies' tea). Discuss with the students: 

· what view of Australia is presented in these sequences? 

· is the view of Australia presented an accurate one in their opinion? 

· is the view a positive one? 

· why might the filmmakers have chosen to exaggerate some aspects of Australian behaviour? (Possible considerations include humour, marketing of the series overseas and Australians' willingness to laugh at themselves) 

Discuss stereotypes

The presentation of Australians, particularly men, as fat gutted, rowdy beer swilling larrikins has a tradition in literature and film. Otto fits this stereotype. Identify and discuss similar representations of the Australian male. 

· Why are such representations popular? 

· Whose interests are served by such representations? 

· Who is disadvantaged by such representations? 

· How do such stereotypes emerge? 

This episode draws heavily on national stereotypes for its humour. Look at the scene in which the Japanese tourists see the magic carpet. What aspects of their behaviour draw on stereotyped images? 

Discuss some of the film techniques

Discuss the function of the magic carpet ride sequence. How is this sequence linked to the marketing of the television series? What audiences would appreciate this sequence the most? The sequence gives an aerial view of some aspects of the Australian landscape (gorges, Great Barrier Reef, Sydney Harbour Bridge and Opera House). Discuss the criteria that the filmmaker might have used in the selection of these images. 

Explore the theme

Thematically this episode explores the idea of actions and consequences. Bruce lectures Penelope on thinking about the consequences of her wishes but she refuses to do so and thus gets into difficulty. This is a common idea explored in many fairy tales, myths and literature (eg Midas and the Golden Touch, Great Expectations). Discuss the idea of consequences and ask students to give some examples from works they have read or other television programs.
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