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Second Childhood B
	Program:
	Winners

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	Humanities and Social Sciences

	Themes/Topics:
	Heroes; Ethics, Values, Justice

	Description:
	Students examine the status of 'hero' and whether any negative consequences of a hero's actions diminish that status. They research a historical figure and re-assess that person's status in history.

	Resources:
	Second Childhood, Winners series


Lesson plan: 

Discuss heroes (vs celebrities - What’s the difference?)
A hero is someone who is admired by many people. This admiration may be peculiar to particular cultures or sub-cultures, or may be more widespread. Heroes reflect the beliefs and values of cultural groups. 

Discuss with students: 

· what makes a hero? 

· who is a hero to you and why? 

· how can one group's hero be another group's villain? 

· what are some benefits and disadvantages of being a hero? 


View Second Childhood
After viewing the film, ask students to individually complete a table assessing the heroes of each character. 

	Character
	Hero
	Beliefs and values the hero represents to the character
	Are these appropriate?

	 

 

 
	 
	 
	 


Students then discuss their responses about whether they think the association of particular values and beliefs with the identified heroes are appropriate. 

Discuss the flip side
As the children learn more about their heroes their attitudes towards them change. Discuss the reasons for these changes. Were the children right to change their views? 

The film raises issues about how we should view historical figures. Discuss whether it is fair to blame historical figures for the unforeseen consequences of their actions? 

Research a hero
Ask students to research the life of a prominent historical figure and on the basis of their research present an argument as to whether the person should be considered heroic or admirable. 
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