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Peter & Pompey
	Program:
	Touch the Sun

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Film Language; Stereotypes; Narrative Structure; Humour and Satire

	Description:
	Students explore the relationships between the characters and the film language used to tell the story.

	Resources:
	Peter & Pompey, Touch the Sun


Lesson plan: 
1. Opening scenes
As a whole class
View the opening scene. This scene establishes the mood of the film which is mainly one of fun and adventure. Examine how mood is created through: 

· lighting (high key, bright, strong highlights) 

· colour (use of white, blue and red) 

· music (light, up-beat).

2. Establishing relationships
As a whole class
The emotional and cognitive relationship between Peter and the fantasy figure Pompey is established in a number of ways. This relationship is central to the story and therefore must be made clear to the audience early in the film. 

Pause the tape at the point in the opening scene when Peter stares at his reflection in the water and sees another boy's face. Ask the students what is happening in this scene? Do they understand it? Pause the tape again a little later when Peter sees the boy beckoning to him. What do the students think is happening? What function do they think the apparition will have in the story? 

Ask students to reflect upon how the effect of the false reflection in the water is achieved in the film. Ask them for suggestions as to how this sequence could have been shot:

shot 1 Peter's face
shot 2 reflection in water of a different actor's face
shot 3 Peter's face
shots edited together and the audience interprets them as sequentially related.
3. Comic techniques - Role reversal
As a whole class
Both Margaret and Peter come from what many might see as unusual or different types of families.

Compare the scenes in which Margaret shows her exam results to her father and Peter and his mother discuss his absent father. How do Margaret's parents behave? Are we meant to take their behaviour seriously? Discuss the idea of role reversal - Margaret, although the child, plays the part of the serious adult, while her father is the irresponsible child. 

This comic technique is used in many films. See for example any of the Fawlty Towers tapes in which Polly is the serious 'adult' and Basil the 'silly child' figure. 

4.Stereotypes
As a whole class
The characters in this film are larger than life, caricatures in some cases. Using a visual example, perhaps from a newspaper cartoon and explain the nature of a caricature to the class (exaggeration for the purpose of drawing attention to flaws). 
Replay the scene in which Margaret apologises about her excellent test results to her father. Examine the ways in which her father, the mayor, is caricatured. Look at: 

· his dialogue, eg. "If you were a boy I would know how to raise you. Clip around the ear and a few games of footy." "That's what life is about being just the same as everyone else." "Megsy please fail at something." 
· his clothes - big flowered shirt. 

· camera framing - use of close-ups and low angles to make him look 'larger than life'. 
Discuss the film's attitude to the mayor. Does it show respect or disrespect? 

5. Humor
The topic of sexism and sex role stereotyping is treated through humour. 

As a whole class
Have students list Mayor Leo Bainbridge's expectations of his daughter and Mr. Barbuto's expectations of Wayne, eg. 

Margaret - expected to be lacking in intelligence or might have a low I.Q, interested in her appearance 
Wayne - expected to be confident, tough. 

Discuss the stereotypes of daughters and sons which the parents expect. Are these stereotypes still found in today's society? Do the parents of students in the class have different expectations of their sons and daughters? 
6. Narrative structure
This film has a double narrative structure - the story of Pompey and his father and the story of Peter's, Wayne's and Margaret's adventure. Peter's story (the framing story) delivers the 'back' story - the story of Pompey. 

The first story (of Pompey) is accessed by the audience through the children's reading of the diary and Pompey's voice over narration with occasional dramatic inserts. 

Individual activity

Ask students to concentrate on the story of Pompey as it is recounted to the audience. As a writing exercise have students write the story of Pompey. More able students may be able to write it from the first person point of view. (Recount)
7. Film genre
This film can be understood as a mixture of genres - fantasy, adventure, comedy. 

Write the genres on the board and then ask students to identify sequences from the film which fit each of these categories.
Related Picture Books:
Anthony Browne’s ‘Piggybook’
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