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Is There Life on Earth B?
	Program:
	Sky Trackers

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	Humanities and Social Sciences; Science

	Themes/Topics:
	Environment; Our Place in Space and Time; Persuasive writing and speaking

	Description:
	This episode is stimulus for students to undertake research in preparation for a debate about public funding of scientific research and a presentation about the impact of people on other cultures.

	Resources:
	Is There Life on Earth? Sky Trackers


Lesson plan: 
This episode raises issues in relation to the deployment of resources. Conduct a debate on the topic: "The search for extra-terrestrial life is a waste of resources which could be better spent elsewhere". 

In preparing for the debate encourage students to use the episode to find arguments supporting either side of the case. Ask them to identify arguments which could be mounted for either side but which were not considered in the episode. 

Make predictions
Another issue raised by this episode is the cultural impact of extra-terrestrial life. Divide students into groups and ask them to present a report on the likely impact of human culture if extra-terrestrial life conforming to specific scenarios was discovered, e.g.: 

· life forms exactly the same as humans and at the same stage of development 

· human-like life forms but at a stone age level of development 

· human-like life forms at a higher stage of development. 

Students could also be encouraged to generate their own scenarios. Students should consider the likely response of political leaders, scientists, religious groups, business, the media and so on.
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