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The Cabbage Patch Fib B
	Program:
	Round the Twist

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	Geography, Health and Physical Education, History

	Themes/Topics:
	Growth and Development; Our Place in Space and Time; Cultural Studies; Environments

	Description:
	With these activities students learn from the main character's experiences about some of the difficulties of child rearing, and explore the concept of 'childhood' in different times and different cultures.

	Resources:
	The Cabbage Patch Fib ep 4 vol 1 Round the Twist 1


Lesson plan: 
Childhood
The resolution of this episode, Bronson finding that he doesn't have the resources to care for a baby, seems inevitable to modern audiences. Its inevitability is, however, a function of the way childhood is constructed in modern society. In many cultures it was natural for even fairly young children to play a major role in caring for their younger siblings. The Cabbage Patch Fib thus offers an interesting opportunity to explore the way in which childhood, like all social roles, is in fact constructed according to particular economic, cultural and social circumstances. 

As a whole class
View the whole episode of The Cabbage Patch Fib.
Class discussion
After viewing discuss the ending and why Bronson returned the baby. Discuss students' responses to the ending: Did it make sense to them? Do they think he did the right thing? 

List on the board the reasons why Bronson returned the baby and the impediments to him keeping it. 

Point out that in many other cultures young children have played a major role in caring for younger siblings. Discuss the social and economic circumstances that would make this possible. A major one is the fact that modern children are institutionalised by having to spend time in school as a major part of their socialisation. 

Discuss the reasons for the development of institutional schooling as a form of socialisation. Point out that it is in fact relatively new and is strongly connected with the industrial revolution and the disappearance of the family as a cottage-style self-contained economic unit, include exceptions such as “home schooling” or “school of the air”.
Discuss or debate other forms of socialisation for children such as: 

· having a child brought up in another household as occurred in the upper classes in the Middle Ages 
· transference of children from one country to another eg. Britain to Australia in 50s and 60s

· The ‘Stolen Generation’ in Australia eg. Aboriginal children supposedly getting better opportunities with white parents
· passing on responsibility to another significant adult, such as an uncle, as occurs in some indigenous societies 

· sending children away to boarding school as in the upper class English tradition also within Australia, International students attending school in USA, NZ and Australia. 

Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each

Discuss cultural, social and economic circumstances which would make it not just possible, but necessary for children to play a major role in caring for younger siblings eg. Congo (while parents work)
It is often said that the period of childhood has become extended in modern society. Discuss the changes which may have contributed to this. One argument is that because modern society is more complex children need a longer period of socialisation. Another argument is that the lengthening of childhood is a way of keeping young people out of the workforce and living at home with their parents.
Individual research
Suggestions for research: patterns of child-rearing and socialisation in other cultures. There have been many recent documentaries on ABC TV and SBS about different cultures’ views on what is appropriate/accepted in other countries that are not developed.
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