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The Copy
	Program:
	Round the Twist

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English; Science; Health and Physical Education

	Themes/Topics:
	Narrative Structure; Genre; Self and Relationships; Ethics, Values, Justice

	Description:
	With these activities students engage in writing a science fiction piece, and discuss the issues of cloning and individuality, and gender relations.

	Resources:
	The Copy ep 11 vol 3 Round the Twist 1


Lesson plan: 
This episode draws upon the controversial issue of cloning but treats it in a humorous manner. The children discover a cloning machine and show their awareness of the issues involved in the concept of cloning. However they cannot resist the temptation and start making copies with some disastrous results. Look for articles on cloning (on web) from past newspapers and documentaries (ABC, SBS)
As a whole class
Before viewing, explain the idea behind the episode - that one could perhaps copy anything that existed in the world.

Ask the students about the things they would copy if they could and have them write on a piece of paper the one thing that they would copy. Do not let them tell each other what they have written. 

View the episode and discuss the types of things which Pete, Linda and Bronson copy. Their choices can be read as a form of characterisation. 

Class discussion
Discuss and list the differences between what each character copies and what it reveals about the individual. Discuss whether or not the students would change what they had written earlier (their one thing to copy) now they have seen the episode. The point of the discussion is not to make judgments about their choices but to reflect upon the ways that values are suggested and sometimes criticised within the narrative. 

Science fiction genre
This episode draws on some conventions of the science fiction genre by using the motif of the invention based on a good idea but which has a fatal flaw. 

As a whole class
View the episode then discuss this concept with students, asking them to suggest other examples from their own reading and viewing (see for example Honey I Shrunk the Kids, The Fly, Minority Report, Dr Who episodes). The convention is drawn from mythology, eg. Midas and the Golden Touch. 
Individual activity
Ask students to produce in writing, or as a play, a story of their own invention based on the same concept, eg. a machine which enables people to work faster but ages them more quickly, a potion which makes people look younger but gradually sends them back to childhood. 

Convention of overturned expectations
This episode also draws on the convention of overturned expectations. Linda wants to go out with Hugh Townsend but finds he's a real "dipstick". 

Class discussion
Discuss the early hints that Hugh is a dipstick. When do students first begin to realise this? What cues are provided to the audience? What is the effect of the audience having a better understanding than the character (Linda) of the situation? 

For older students: The idea of cloning has had a fair amount of press coverage and raised many interesting ethical issues. A feature film has been premised on this idea (see Jurassic Park - the plot depends upon the idea that cells can be cloned) although many scientists dismissed the idea. The extract below is from an article in The West Australian Saturday September 23 1995 (page 3) and could be used as a stimulus for writing and discussion about cloning, the function of newspaper "fillers" and not-so-subtle editorial comment. The article was headlined with "Elvis alive - by a whisker" and sourced simply as 'New York'. Some of the more interesting excerpts were: 
	"If Nobel winner Kary Mullis has his way, the number of Elvis sightings will increase dramatically in the next few years.... 

Mr. Mullis has bought the rights to extract a smidgen of DNA from a lock of Presley's hair. 

Using a "gene amplification" technique that he has invented - an ingenious DNA duplicating system that won him the 1993 Nobel prize in chemistry - Mr Mullis will make millions of copies of Presley's genes and preserve these minuscule globs in artificial gemstones to be made into a line of necklaces, earrings and other collectables... 

Mr. Mullis's company, Stargene, has quietly gained rights to hair samples snipped from scores of celebrities, including Marilyn Monroe, Abraham Lincoln, Geronimo, James Dean and Albert Einstein. 

Even America's first couple, George and Martha Washington, are due to have their DNA revived in time for next year's presidential election. 

Mr. Mullis ... is something of a controversial figure. He was listed as a witness for the defence in the O.J Simpson trial but was not called because of fears about his credibility." 


Discussion on moral and ethical issues of cloning a person/animal – concerns? dilemmas?
Being an individual
Class discussion
If copying people were a possibility then we would all lose our individuality. Discuss the importance of individuality and what it means to be an individual/unique.
Gender relations
Class discussion
This episode provides the opportunity to examine the portrayal of gender relations. Discuss why Linda is initially attracted to Hugh? Why is she eventually turned off him? What does the episode suggests makes a male attractive? What is the class’s thoughts about this? eg; Lynx deodorant? Hair/no hair? Physique/sporty appearance? Smartly dressed? Good singer/dancer/student?
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