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Little Squirt B
	Program:
	Round the Twist

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	Geography

	Themes/Topics:
	Environment; Sustainability; Climate change; natural disasters; Critical literacy

	Description:
	Students consider the conservation v development debate, develop guidelines for development of a local area, and research how environmental awareness has been expressed in myths and legends.

	Resources:
	Little Squirt B ep 3 vol 4 Round the Twist 2


Lesson plan: 
Conservation or Development?
Like a number of episodes of Round the Twist, this one deals with the conflict between conservation and development and presents the case for conservation in a favourable light. 

As a whole class
View the episode Little Squirt. Identify the conflict between conservation and development with which the episode deals and ask students to identify the ways in which the episode invites the audience to disapprove of development. Ask them to identify the arguments which could be mounted in favour of development in this case.
Discuss how this episode positions the viewers – how has this been achieved?
Class discussion
Discuss whether development is always wrong and conservation always right. How does one decide between conservation and development of natural areas? What factors would need to be taken into account? 

In small groups

Students could, in groups, develop a set of guidelines for the development and preservation of natural areas generally or a natural near their home.
Students could act out residents/developers/environmental groups’ points of view
Environmental awareness in myth and legend
Individual research
The water sprite in this episode draws on religious and spiritual traditions associated with specific places. These figures can be seen as the means by which other cultures express their environmental awareness. Ask students to research such figures. Possibilities include the Greek god of the ocean Poseidon, the river nymphs of Greek mythology, the Hindu reverence for the Ganges river and indigenous Australians' beliefs associated with specific places such as Uluru, the Great Barrier Reef, Port Arthur, Ground Zero in New York, Wailing Wall in Jerusalem, destruction of Berlin Wall…
The students could choose a place and construct a brief dossier including:

· Geographical location

· Whether a specific event occurred there

· Ways people express their respect/belief/sorrow

· Why the space is deemed sacred
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