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Superhero Stories
	Program:
	The Legacy of The Silver Shadow

	Year Level:
	Year 3 to Year 7

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English; Humanities and Social Sciences; The Arts; Health and Physical Education

	Themes/Topics:
	Stereotypes; Heroes; Self and Relationships; Film Language; Narrative Structure

	Description:
	Students examine film-makers techniques eg scripts, storyboards, shots and editing to help them understand how characterisation and plot development contribute to resolution of the storyline.

	Resources:
	The Legacy of The Silver Shadow


Lesson plan: 


Setting the Scene 

View the opening segment of episode 1 The Legacy of The Silver Shadow. Discuss with students: how do music, titles and credits set the scene for what is to follow? What expectations are created? Does it achieve the goals identified earlier? View again, discuss and record ideas. What do you think the story might be about? List as many narrative possibilities as you can. Beside each, list production elements that open up that possibility, for example, music visual or sound effects, props, setting, colour, camera use, lighting, acting. 

View the entire episode 1.
Examine the characters Josh, Campbell, Crab-Girl, Alex, Gretel, Silver Shadow and The Crab. Look carefully at the appearance of the characters and their locations in relation to place and time. As a class discuss:
• Who do you think each character is? 
• What can you tell about each character? What do you think they will be like? How will they behave?
• How do you think the characters will relate to one another?
• What is the setting(s)? When do you think it is set?
• What else is in the frame, apart from characters, that gives you information?

View the opening segment again. How were the students’ earlier predictions supported or modified after viewing this episode?
• Who are the characters and what sort of people are they?
• What things are the characters doing?
• What relationships do you think there will be between characters?
• Where is the story set? Why do you think the program makers selected this location? How do you think it will relate to the story?
• What props are evident? How do you think they might be relevant to the story?

• When do you think the story is set? Is this important to the story?
• What problems or issues do you think will arise in the story?
• What values do you think the series will promote?
• What do you think will happen next?

Students complete Worksheet 1 Who is the Silver Shadow — will you take up the challenge? 
Share your responses with a partner. 

What's the Problem? 

The plots of stories whether they are film stories, television programs or books, often revolve around problems or conflict. Conflict helps maintain viewer interest by creating suspense. The type of conflict may range from battles between rival nations to disagreements between friends. Conflict may be related to:
Interpersonal issues: conflicts between persons
Intrapersonal issues: struggles with own thoughts or actions, such as fighting the urge to be a bully, or to be less shy
Beliefs and moral: struggles between one person’s ideals or values and the values of another person or group of people.
Natural environment: person or people against the natural environment or elements, such as a tornado or bushfire. 
(Adapted from Quin, McMahon and Quin)

Students complete Worksheet 2 In the beginning.
List conflicts described, for example:
• Redcliffe versus Teale (Interpersonal: battle for military contract)
• The Crab versus the world (Beliefs and Morals: battle to dominate the world)
• Redcliffe versus industrial colleagues (Interpersonal and Beliefs and morals: battle to be best and battle to do what is right)
Discuss how these conflicts set the scene for problems that might be faced by various characters in the series? Complete the Word Watch Worksheet 3. 

Friend or Foe? 

Often in a story differences or contrasts will be obvious between characters, for example a proud person and a humble or modest person, someone who is careful and someone who rushes in without thinking, someone brave versus a coward. These contrasts can be described as opposites. There are a number of opposites apparent between the characters of Josh and Alex that provide opportunities to explore the concepts of friendship and identity. Josh seems to have everything. He is smart, good looking, athletic, funny and cool. He doesn't have to try, people like to be around him, although he doesn't really seem to care. Alex however is eager to be everyone's friend and is consequently seen as a "try hard"’. This works against her and she doesn't seem to be able to make friends. 

Discuss with the students Alex's attempt to ‘re-invent’ herself as she introduces herself to classmates at her new school. Why would she do this? What was the response from Samantha when Alex tries to be her friend? Why would Samantha behave like this? What are the best ways to make friends with others? 


As a class view episode 2 asking students to carefully observe Josh and Alex. Compare their looks, behaviour, dialogue and the way they each relate to other characters. Give examples to show how these characters are similar to and different from one other? What oppositions are evident in relation to friendship and identity? 

Create a class chart to record opposites evident in the personalities, behaviours and dialogue of characters as they become evident throughout the series, for example:

	Characters
	Opposites

	The Silver Shadow versus The Crab 
	good versus evil

	Gretel versus Alex
	impulsive versus indecisive, uncertain, cautious



The dialogue between characters, the look of characters such as the way they dress, colours they wear, their body language, facial expressions, behaviour or actions can reveal oppositions. Oppositions encourage viewers to make choices about where their sympathies lie, who they identify with or whose values are similar to their own. Get students to examine and compare the language, colours and styles of costumes, the lair and the rest home settings for The Crab and the Silver Shadow. Choose one word to describe each character. Which character do they identify with and why? How have the program makers encouraged them to identify with this character? Add any oppositions evident to the chart. 

Genre, Themes and Messages
Oppositions and conflict contribute to the plot and help create themes that run through storylines. As students view episodes 3, 4 and 5 of The Legacy of the Silver Shadow challenge them to locate scenes that highlight the following themes:
• friendship
• identity
• jealousy
• peer relationships, belonging, exclusion from groups
• team membership. 

Fiona befriends Alex in an attempt to find out information about the Silver Shadow. Have students examine the scene in episode 6 between Fiona and Alex where Fiona decides she no longer wants to pretend to be Alex’s friend. What can they say about the need of these two characters for friends? What oppositions can they see between these two characters? How are these oppositions conveyed to the audience via dialogue, costume, body language, facial expression and action? Add oppositions to the chart begun earlier.

Gretel also has friendship issues. View episode 7 taking particular note of the scene near the beginning when Gretel becomes part of Robyn's group, then the scene when Gretel asks Robyn and her group to allow her friend Stephanie to join in and finally when Gretel calls Stephanie a dork. Discuss Gretel's behaviour. Why did she call Stephanie a dork? Why didn’t she simply tell the girls not to cut Stephanie's hair? What does the action and dialogue tell you about Gretel, Stephanie, Robyn and her group of friends?

What friendships are evident? Ask students to create a storyboard showing another way Gretel's friendship issue could have been resolved. A storyboard is used to show the script in visual form; very much like a comic strip, using only a few simple images which require viewers to fill in the gaps. The British Film Institute Education Site has detailed instructions on teaching students how to create storyboards at:
http://www.mediaed.org.uk/posted_documents/Storyboarding.html

As a class discuss the meaning of friendship. Write poems that capture the meaning of friendship. 

When you visit a video shop, titles are usually organised into categories known as genre or ‘text type’. Examples of narrative genre include western, fantasy, science fiction, historical drama, action hero, musical, action comedy. You can identify genre by looking for similarities in key features (eg plot, characters, settings, themes, style) of a film or television story. Have groups of students use butcher paper to complete a chart like the one below to compare features of a number of television programs and films such as Crash Zone , Harry Potter, Babe and The Legacy of The Silver Shadow. 

Display charts and discuss categories. 

	The Silver Shadow
	Features

	plot
	action adventures

	characters
	superheroes, villains

	settings
	Hide outs, crime scenes

	themes
	good versus evil

	style
	Shadowy grey tones and comic book style of the Shadow's lair
Colourful brightness of the every day world



The set design and shooting style of a film or television series give information about genre and about characters and narrative themes. In The Legacy of The Silver Shadow a unique, atmospheric look has been created to highlight oppositions within the storyline. 
Assist students to discover techniques used in the series to provide a satirical look at the world of superheroes and conservative thinking from the 1950s. Examine the double lives of the children. Compare images, sounds and action related to the Shadow’s underground lair and superhero missions—where things are larger than life, emphasised with dramatic lighting, energetic editing, expressive angles and a comic book style composition—with kids’ everyday lives where more natural and familiar images, sounds and action are presented.

Editing refers to the selection, arrangement and pace or timing of images and sound used to tell a film story. The director and editor work together to make decisions about the order and types of shots, the cuts, transitions or dissolves from one shot to the next and the sound to be included on the sound track. 

The different editing techniques used during superhero action scenes and scenes involving everyday school life help highlight the double lives of the four children. Locate two scenes where this double life is emphasised effectively in episode 7. Describe the techniques used in each scene.

Objects used in films and television programs are known as props. Sometimes props are included in a set because they help a character complete some action, for example, a tennis racquet could be used if a character is playing tennis, or it could be used symbolically to suggest the character values fitness or is on holiday. Repeated use of objects can link them with particular meanings so that they acquire symbolic meaning.

View episode 8 and as a class use butcher paper to list props included because they have some symbolic meaning. Explain the meaning attached to the object and how and why it was included. 

	Object
	Symbolic Meaning 
	How and why was it included?

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 



Assist students to gather information and draw conclusions about how set design enhances the storyline and helps convey narrative themes. Have pairs of students select a scene and use the Analysing a Scene Worksheet 4 to examine in close detail and find examples of how set design has contributed to a theme, for example: 

Scene: The children meet the Silver Shadow
Theme: Everyday life versus extraordinary superhero life. 

	Set
	
Set Shadow’s cavernous, and slightly Gothic underground headquarters echoes styleof 1950s comic books

	Props
	
Enormous, dominating gunmetal grey vacuum tube computer in which digital construct of the Silver Shadow exists. Crime fighting hardware featuring a distinctive low-tech 1950s look—lots of gunmetal grey, rounded edges, heightened design—awesome yet somehow decrepit


	Costumes
	kids everyday clothes

	Lighting
	
Lighting Gloomy, with huge arc light intermittently flashing 
bolts of blue light in background

	Camera Shots 
	make everything seem larger than life

	Camera angles
	dramatic angles 

	Editing
	pacey, energetic

	Key message or idea in the scene
	Everyday life can be extraordinary




Have students work in groups to locate examples of scenes that explore the following themes while viewing episodes 8 - 10. 
• old versus new
• young versus old
• male versus female
• everyday life versus extraordinary superhero life
• 1950s conservatism versus new millennium thinking
• light versus dark or good versus evil
• honesty versus deceit

Hold a class debate "A real hero fights for a cause not for personal gain." How does this quote tie together the themes of The Legacy of The Silver Shadow? Consider what each main character was fighting for at the beginning of the series. Had individual motives changed by the end of the series? If so, how had they changed? What led to any changes? 

The end of most stories usually involves resolution of problems, conflicts or oppositions set up in the narrative. Viewers generally look for a resolution that makes them feel content with the outcomes for characters and with the way the story concluded. This often happens when a resolution matches expectations related to real life. 

View the trailer again and read through the narrative possibilities listed before viewing the series. View episode 13 and in particular the closing sequence. Explore the extent to which the possibilities listed by students have or haven't been resolved. Did the development and resolution of narrative possibilities meet the expectations of students? 

Using the script for episode 13 (contact the ACTF for purchasing details) as a model, rewrite the final episode to show another way in which the narrative possibilities could have been resolved. 

In The Legacy of The Silver Shadow moments of threat or danger emphasise the ethical dilemmas faced by the children. A key factor of the series is the use of action rather than violence. Weapons are used and property is destroyed but people are not actually maimed, injured or killed. 


Locate the part in the trailer where the children make their oath or pledge to the Silver Shadow. Ask the students to consider all that has been discussed and investigated related to themes in the series. In particular think about identity, team membership, friendship, loyalty, heroism. Have students work in groups of four to write a new pledge or oath of allegiance that makes an anti-violence statement, declaring how their group could work towards justice in a peaceful way. Display the pledges on the Oath of Allegiance Worksheet. Create posters, slogans and badges to promote the different groups' ideas.

Organise a Superheroes’ Day with your class with students dressed as a superhero representing positive contemporary values. 
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