Interview with Eloise Mignon, the Crab Girl


By Eve Recht. 



By day she's a 16 year old year 10 student, but her secret identity is Crab Girl in the Legacy of the Silver Shadow. In an interview with Eve Recht, Eloise Mignon, who was chosen to play the role of the Crab Girl, describes what it is like to be part of a television series...as the villain.

What do you think of the Crab Girl as a character?

I liked her. I thought she was fantastic. She's very ruthless and strong and she has no tolerance for stupidity and stupid people. And she gets what she wants. She goes about it quite viciously, but because no-one knows who the Crab Girl is, she gets away with it.

She's clever, and when she's fighting, she's pretty good at it. Yeah, I liked her, she was a good character to play. I loved playing the baddie. 

Did you audition for any other parts, or only Crab Girl?

I started auditioning for Hannah's part – Alex – and I went to the first couple of auditions as Alex. After that they said, Why don't you try out for Fiona … and I thought okay, I didn't really care. So then I tried out for Fiona, and I ended up getting Fiona and Hannah ended up getting Alex, so it all worked out.

What other acting experience have you had?

I did a commercial when I was little, and I was in some short films, and then I did a production for the Melbourne French Theatre Company, and lots of school plays and things like that.

How long did the production of Legacy of the Silver Shadow take?

Thirteen weeks, but we had a two week break in the middle … and four weeks rehearsal, so seventeen weeks altogether.

The whole audition process happened in term 3 2001, and then I went away for the holidays and I found out I got the part on the last day of my holidays, when I was in Los Angeles. So when I came home, we started rehearsals immediately, I had missed a week because I was away.

What did you do about school?

We had a tutor on set, and I just did work with him. The school faxed us the work to do, and we did some nearly every day- some of it was during the holidays, so it was okay, and I wasn't behind when I got back.

Did you get on with the other kids?

Yeah very well, I loved them all. But I didn't get to be on set with them as much as I wanted though, because I'm not in scenes with them as often as they are in scenes with each other.

In rehearsals we were all together, but when we were actually shooting I'd think, Oh, I'm not with them. I'd come to work and they wouldn't be there, and I'd never be there when they were there. But in the last few episodes we do interact a lot, and in some of the fight scenes.

What was it like wearing the Crab Girl costume? Were there any problems?

I didn't wear it all the time – when I was Fiona I just wore ordinary clothes. But when I was the Crab Girl, it would take ages to get ready.

They had to do my hair, because it had to go up into the helmet. Lindy (she’s the person who did hair) would get heaps of gel and just scoop it in my hair and wrap it around my head like a big wrap, so it would fit under the helmet, and then they would put a fishnet stocking on top. It was all kind of sticky ... that wasn't too bad.

But then getting in to the costume would take about- up to 45 minutes, with Libby the standby wardrobe person. She would help me get into the thing. I couldn't put it on by myself, there's all these little clicky bits that I just could not do … and I couldn’t get out of it either.

But once I was in it, it was okay. I could walk and run and everything, I just wasn't as flexible as normal – I couldn't do the splits or anything, or bend over and touch my toes. And because I had that armour on I'd bump into stuff. And I wore really high platform shoes ...

And, the big question, how did you go to the toilet?

You're right, I couldn't take it off, but there was a zipper located conveniently … in a useful spot!

They scheduled it really well, so I usually didn't have to wear the suit all day. But in Episode 6, where I hold up the school auditorium, that was shot over two days. That was pretty bad because the room was really hot and I had to wear the suit all day and I knew it was for two days. But they helped me as much as they could: there was an air-conditioner in the room just out of shot, and I had fans – lots of those little ones – and sometimes I even had icepacks inside the suit!

How did you do those high jumps?

Well that was digital stills. I would just get into the positions against a blue screen, and then they'd put me, minus the screen, in the shot. One jump would take about ten or twelve stills, or maybe a bit more. When you watch it, you can almost see the steps. A bit like a comic book really.

And what about some of the other effects?

The Cloak of Shadows isn't real – it's nothing, it's just an effect. When we were shooting there would be nothing there, or they would have a blue sheet so I'd know what was meant to be there. And when Sage (Gretel) is in the car – she doesn't really drive it of course.

And the exo-skeleton – that's not Josh in the suit, it's a stunt double. But that's a secret, don't tell anyone!

You insult the others quite a lot. What are your favourites?

That was fun, calling the exo-skeleton things like “you over-sized tin of baked beans”. I liked some of the names they called me actually. They called me “crabsticks” or “prepare to be crab cakes”.

And I call my grandfather “you demented fossil” and “you old man”. I like that one, and “Grandpa Crab”. Ron, the actor who plays the Crab, is a really nice guy, so it was fun, being mean for a day. 

And finally, what’s your favourite colour?

Yeah, that's a fun bit, isn't it, where Fiona tries on the red Crab Girl suit for the first time, and comes straight out and asks her grandpa: “Does it come in blue”? She's really determined to get exactly what she wants.

My favourite colour is probably silver. I'm not sure if silver is a real colour, but it suits the show, doesn't it? 

Eve Recht

