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Giving Credit
	Program:
	Lift Off

	Year Level:
	Kindergarten/Preschool to Year 2

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English; The Arts

	Themes/Topics:
	Narrative Structure; Film Language

	Description:
	These activities introduce aspects of teaching visual texts and provide students with opportunities to investigate and extend their prior knowledge of the construction of television as a text.

	Resources:
	any three of the animated segments from Lift Off episodes. In Lift Off series 1, there is an animated feature story in Part A of each episode, and an animation segment called the Munch Kids in Part B. In Lift Off series 2, there is a short, ongoing animation segment about a dog named Thrash in Part A, and an animated feature story in Part B of each episode.


Lesson plan: 
Discuss Is TV real?
Ask children to think about all the different television programs they like to watch. Make a class list. Discuss 'How real is television?' View a range of the three minute animated segments from Lift Off episodes. Discuss in what ways cartoons are real. Do the characters seem real? What makes them real? 

View the live action story in Part A of the selected episode of Lift Off. 
Discuss what is real about the main characters e.g. Poss, Kim, Nipper, Aku. What makes them real? In what ways are people like them in real life? Are they like people you know?

Discuss characterisation 
View the end of an episode. Look at the credits and identify the names of the actors who play different human characters in Lift Off. Students should focus on the concept that these people are not real families and they don't really live together all the time. In fact, they are actors who may not have known each other until brought together to make the film. Students may consider the following questions: where do the actors really live? What is their family situation in real life? (See Lesson Idea What a character! for more exploration of actors.)

Explore how television happens?
Replay Part A of the Lift Off episode and pause the tape at strategic points e.g. a line of dialogue, a character performing an action, a close-up, a transition between scenes. Ask the students to identify who is most likely to be responsible for what they are seeing or hearing. 
Who decides what the character is saying? Who decides to use a close-up? Who has joined one shot to the next? 

Introduce these terms: script writer, director, cinematographer, editor. Briefly explain the function of each person, for example:

script writer - writes the story and the words the characters will say; 
director - tells the actors what to do and how to say their lines; 
cinematographer - positions the camera and films the action; 
editor joins the shots together to make the story.

Consider inviting someone to your school who works in television production to help answer students' questions.

View Part B of the same Lift Off episode. 
Ask students to consider the people involved in making the show. Ask questions like: how do the characters know what to say? Where does the music come from? Who makes the Backsaks talk? Compile a list of questions about the making of Lift Off.

Replay the credit sequence at the end of the episode and count the type of people involved in putting it together e.g. cast, writers, puppeteers. Freeze frame each credit and count the numbers of people who are listed. Discuss what the students think credits are for. What do they tell you about the program being viewed? Who reads them, and why? Talk about the people involved in putting a Lift Off episode together e.g. cast, writers, puppeteers.

Compare the credit list for Lift Off with that of another program e.g. Playschool, Neighbours. Which program has the greater number of people involved? What are the reasons for the difference? What does Lift Off need that Playschool or Neighbours does not?

Discuss documentaries - Beverley is the pot with the eye on the environment.
View several examples of Beverley's documentaries, one in Part A and one in Part B of each Lift Off episode. Discuss the content of the documentaries. Discuss the difference between the documentaries and the live action story. Talk about the difference between fact and fantasy. Talk about what is seen in each Beverley documentary and where and when it might have been filmed. Talk about where the camera might have been and who filmed the footage. 

Create a photographic display
The class will make a photographic display of the school to promote it to the local community. 

Discuss the reasons for the project with students. If the aim is to promote the school, what messages should be presented? Brainstorm the possible aspects to be photographed and what they might want to promote about their school eg. certain learning activities, kitchen garden etc. Are there any areas that you would not want to draw attention to? Discuss.


Sort the suggestions into categories and discuss the range of shots necessary to give a reasonable description of the school. Students can plan how they would photograph the canteen, garden, resource centre, classrooms, playground, teachers, clubs, etc. 

Use the plans as a guide and allow groups of students to photograph the aspects. Review the photographs with the students and discuss what else needs to be added (titles, captions, credits). Make up a poster display or photograph album with credits acknowledging the work of the students.
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