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All Sorts of Families
	Program:
	Lift Off

	Year Level:
	Kindergarten/Preschool to Year 2

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English; Humanities and Social Sciences; Health and Physical Education

	Themes/Topics:
	Families

	Description:
	The Lift Off families provide models for a range of family groups including nuclear, single parent, extended and blended. Episodes of Lift Off provide a context for exploring the concept of family.

	Resources:
	A Load of Old Rubbish Lift Off ep 01A ACTF- This episode includes members of all the Lift Off families in series 1. 
Which One? Lift Off ep 03B ACTF - Kim and Poss make a video interviewing parents about why they have children. The experience helps Kim to work out her own feelings for her adoptive parents. 
Brand New Lift Off ep 01B ACTF- This episode includes members of all the Lift Off families in series 2.


Lesson plan: 
Make a concept map 

Discuss what students know and understand about families. Note down all the information that students give you. This could be developed into a concept map about families. 

View Lift Off and discuss
Watch a Lift Off episode and talk about the Lift Off families. In small groups ask the students to draw the Lift Off families. Label them by name and role, e.g.: Jenny Burke - mother. Now make some observations and comparisons, eg: number of adults, children, males and females. Display the Lift Off families and all of the information the students know about them. 

Compare families
Compare the Lift Off families with those of the students in the class. Are there any that have the same number of members or number of children? 

Make family trees
Discuss the students' own families. Ask the children to draw and cut out each of the people who live in their house. Talk about the concept of a family tree. Use the cut out figures to construct a family tree for each of the students. 


Define 'the family'
As a final evaluation activity, ask the students to define what they think makes a family. 


Related lesson ideas
Aboriginal families today – Lift Off
© Australian Children's Television Foundation (except where otherwise indicated). You may use, download and reproduce this material free of charge for non-commercial educational purposes provided you retain all acknowledgements associated with the material. 

