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Faces
	Program:
	Lift Off

	Year Level:
	Kindergarten/Preschool to Year 2

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	Technology; The Arts; English; Health and Physical Education

	Themes/Topics:
	Growth and Development; Narrative Structure

	Description:
	Students explore 'faces' - their similarities and differences, how and what they communicate, what they hide. Students make masks, a self portrait, design labels, research face painting and body art.

	Resources:
	Face Lift Off 1 ep 16A and 16B ACTF 
Live action story Part A:Poss's cousin, Jemma, comes to stay. Poss and Jemma look identical and play a trick on Mr Fish. However, while they look the same they are certainly different underneath. 
Live action story Part B: Paul takes on the job of looking after Mr Clark's cockatoo, Tiny. Tiny escapes causing Paul some anxious moments. When Mr Clark arrives to pick up Tiny, there are two cockatoos. Which one is Tiny?  
Other: photos of children from different cultures; photos of portraits; stationery.


Lesson plan: 
View Face 
The animated feature story in Part A of Face is called Freckles and is about a girl who wishes her freckles would go away, only to find that when her wish is granted no one recognises her without them. 

Discuss faces
Ask the students to discuss what this story is about. What is the main message? Talk with students about what they like and don't like about their faces. Discuss what the students believe makes someone attractive. Students can individually make a list of points. Share and discuss with a partner. What is similar? Are there any differences? Does everyone agree? 

Discuss cultural differences and similarities
Look at a wide range of photographs of children around the world and describe the characteristics of different faces. (There are some great books available and Community Aid Abroad puts out a calendar each year.) Talk about cultural differences and similarities.

Play the face game
Ask the students to form two circles, one inside the other, with students facing each other. Make sure there are equal numbers and join in if necessary to even up numbers. Give an instruction to the facing pairs e.g. describe your partner's hair using three words. 

Now rotate the inside circle three moves to the left. Give a different instruction e.g. finish the sentence, I really like your...

Move the outside circle one step to the right and give another instruction e.g. we both have...

Move one circle again and ask students to finish the sentence, you have the same hair (eye, skin) colour as.... You can repeat instructions because the pairs are constantly changing. Emphasise appropriate behaviour and highlight creative, positive responses.

View The Munch Kids
The Munch Kids segment in Part B talk about emotions and facial expressions. View the three minute animated segment 

Discuss facial communication
Talk about how facial expressions are used to communicate feelings. Ask the students to work in pairs and role-play expressing strong feelings, e.g. surprise, fear, anger, hurt, disappointment. Collect pictures of faces from magazines and display in categories according to expression. Discuss the findings including the most common expression, the differences of opinion about feelings being expressed, and gender differences.

Create a character
Talk about character stereotypes in visual texts. Discuss known animated television characters and their characteristics. Make a list of characters e.g. Bart Simpson, Li'l Elvis, and their key characteristics. Ask students to draw a face to represent different characteristics e.g. old, clever, devious, rich, silly, artistic, good, bad, funny, strong, weak. Discuss the results. Are they fair and accurate representations? Who is advantaged/ disadvantaged by the portrayals? Do all clever people wear glasses? Did students draw male or females?

Make some masks
View Beverley's segment in Part B which shows a range of animal faces
Discuss the basic shape of their faces e.g. round (owl, cat) cone-shaped (crocodile, kangaroo), triangular-shaped (lizard, elephant). 
The Lift Off children make and wear masks. Discuss the purpose of masks.
Students can design an animal face mask to wear. The design must list materials to be used, describe how the mask will stay on the face and allow the wearer to be able to see. Put students in groups of three or four to discuss their ideas and get feedback on their plans. 
Collect the materials the students need and let them make their masks. Students could present their masks at assembly, make up short plays or act out familiar animal songs or stories.

Design masks/labels
In the Rocky segment at the end of Part B, Rocky is confused about what is happening at the food processing plant and decides that the two-footers (humans) pack food in cans with strange masks on them so they know what's inside. Ask students to design a mask/label for their own personal 'people can'. Discuss the sorts of information that this label could have on it and the best ways in which to communicate the information. For example, what is the name of the can? Is it your own name or another descriptive name? What images will be included? What extra information could be put on the back and on the front? The teacher can model the process creating a 'Teacher Can'.

Research face painting and body art
The Documentary skills segment in Part B shows Aboriginal face and body painting. Research this topic. Ask students to write all that they know about the topic and one thing that they would like to find out. Make a display of books, documentaries, posters etc that demonstrate and describe purposes of face painting in a range of cultures and countries allowing time for students to read and view them. Ask an Aboriginal education worker or resource teacher to visit the class to answer questions about the topic and if appropriate paint the students' faces using natural products like clay or ochre. Students can add their findings to the class display.

Explore portrait painting
Discuss portrait painting with students using examples like Van Gogh's self portrait, Picasso's faces, Frieda Kahlo's paintings, Brett Whitely's self portraits. There are many more styles and artists from which to choose. Discuss the style, technique, painting medium, use of colour, realism etc. Compare and contrast two artists' work.

Create a self portrait
Ask the students to do a self portrait using one of the styles discussed. Provide the students with the appropriate equipment to draw in a particular style. Students will need mirrors if doing self portraits. Students can start by sketching their plan first. Encourage them to discuss their plans in pairs or small groups. Display the final product alongside examples of the chosen artistic style.
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