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A Sense of Community
	Program:
	Lift Off

	Year Level:
	Kindergarten/Preschool to Year 2

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	Humanities and Social Sciences

	Themes/Topics:
	Cultural Studies; Civics and Citizenship

	Description:
	Students explore the concept of community. The Munch Kids and other segments provide a discussion starter about what community means.

	Resources:
	Community in part B of Lift Off to Language and Culture ACTF 
Remember Lift Off 1 ep 13A ACTF - The children want to give a surprise gift to the Andrettis for their wedding anniversary. On a visit to the cemetery they remember how Mrs Hammie taught them to press flowers. They make a picture frame decorated with pressed flowers as a gift and present it at a surprise party.
For Sale Lift Off 1 ep 15A ACTF- The children have turned an old warehouse into their own Zipzap Theatre. They are dismayed when they realise it’s going to be sold by Kim's mother. So they put on a play "Moon for sale" which is about the value of things that money can't buy. 
Brand New Lift Off 2 ep 01A and 01B ACTF- The Pontis move into the neighbourhood and James Jordan makes a ramp for Marco's wheel chair. The families arrange a barbecue to welcome the Ponti family into the community


Lesson plan: 
Make a concept map 
Watch the Munch Kids segment in Part B Community and continue the discussion. Based on the students' discussion and knowledge, develop a concept map about what makes a community. 

Make a community map
List all the community groups in the local area that the students and their family are involved in. Make a large map of the area surrounding the school. Go on a walk and note them down on a map. Mark on any significant sites, e.g.: halls, churches, sporting facilities that are not already mentioned. 

View a Lift Off episode
Watch one of the episodes and focus on aspects of community. Discuss them with the students. Ask the following questions:
· How do people make others feel part of the community? 

· What action do people take to build a sense of community? 

· Who cares for places and spaces in the Lift Off community? 

· What are shared roles and responsibilities? 

· Are any community services shown? 

Make a collage
Ask students to work in groups of three and describe their community. 

Students could draw and collect pictures and use a collage technique to make a visual representation of their sense of community.
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