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Alana’s Journey
	Program:
	The Girl From Tomorrow

	Year Level:
	Year 4 to Year 8

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English; The Arts; Humanities and Social Sciences

	Themes/Topics:
	Genre; Narrative Structure; Film Language

	Description:
	Students explore the narrative structure, production elements and characters in the telemovie The Girl From Tomorrow

	Resources:
	The Girl From Tomorrow, telemovie 
Other: Spellbinder Series
Quest Beyond Time telemovie
Winners Series


Lesson plan: 
The Girl From Tomorrow is an exciting science fiction (SF) feature length telemovie that combines fantasy, action and drama.
Teachers are encouraged to select from and adapt learning experiences to meet the needs and interests of their students and the time available

Genre and setting
The settings selected by filmmakers help a viewer to understand the type of story or genre they are viewing. Often genres will draw upon a typical setting, for example, a horror story may be set in a deserted castle on a dark stormy night; a romance may be set on a tropical island with swaying palm trees and a sunset. The setting provides information about the place and time and helps to create atmosphere. 

As a class, brainstorm the key elements of the settings used in The Girl From Tomorrow. Discuss how each setting helps the filmmakers to tell the story. 

Alana’s world
Re screen the opening sequence of The Girl From Tomorrow without sound, up to the part where Tulista enters the time capsule, to find out how Alana’s world is represented. What settings have the filmmakers selected? Compare outdoor and indoor locations. What props are used in each set? You may need to use the freeze-frame function to enable closer observation of all details. 
You might provide questions similar to the following to guide students:

- How would you describe this location? What are the key elements? 
- How have the sets been designed? What colours and objects have been 
selected?
Look for the details. How do the styles and colours give clues about genre and the time period or era? 
- How have the filmmakers used the camera to give us information, for example, 
when have they selected long shots, medium shots, close-ups, low or high angle shots to provide general information or specific details? Why do you think they have selected particular shots?

Play the sequence again but this time darken the screen so that sound is the only clue to the story. Have students listen carefully to the different elements they can hear, for example, music, silence, sound effects, and background noise. 

Once again, you might provide questions to guide students:

- Does the soundtrack include music? If so, what style is it? What meanings (moods/atmosphere) does it create?
- What sound effects can you hear?
- Is silence used at all?
- Make a list of words to describe how Alana’s world might be.

Encourage individual students to record what they see and hear, then share information as a class. 

Jenny Kelley’s world
Screen the sequence showing Alana’s arrival in Jenny Kelley’s world up to the part where the two girls return to the rubbish dump, first without sound and then without images. Using the guidelines above, once again record what is seen and heard during this sequence. How is Jenny Kelley’s world represented?

As a class discuss why the filmmakers may have chosen to represent the two worlds in this way. 

Using a story map to represent plot 
The plot of a film as a narrative usually tells you the story through a series of events made up of complications and resolutions. There is often a climax or a series of climaxes as the story builds to an important moment. Finally, the plot has an ending or a resolution. 

Story map
In small groups create a story map plotting the journey Alana takes. On the story map indicate times and places where events take place. Label each event, and add character names and sentences explaining how various characters contributed to the occurrence of that event.
As a class, share and discuss the different ways students interpreted the story. List the complications identified by students and explore how characters contributed to the resolution of each complication. Discuss the ending of the telemovie. 
- Was the ending as you expected? Why or why not? 
- How did your understanding of the genre contribute to this? 
- Was the ending final?
- Did you find the ending satisfying? Why or why not?

Character development
Characters are established in a film or TV show through a number of production elements including acting, costume, make up, props, and through characters' relationships with other characters. Work with a partner to complete the Worksheet as you analyse the codes and conventions used by the filmmakers to create two or three key characters from The Girl From Tomorrow. 

Character report card
Select one of the characters you have analyzed and write a report card for that character. Your report card needs to include a comment about each of the following aspects:
- Believable: Is the character realistic to the viewer? Comment on how this has been achieved or could have been better achieved.
- Chararacterization: How have the filmmakers created the character? e.g. use of dialogue, action, relationships or interactions with other characters, or by creating contrast with other characters. 
- Character development: Does the character change in any ways during the film? Provide some examples and explain the effect of the changes.
- Viewer response: What feelings do you (the viewer) have for this character? How have the filmmakers created these feelings?
- Importance to the plot: Explain how the character contributes to the story? What part does he or she play in key events or action? Does conflict occur between the character and other characters? How or why is this element/event important?

Each of the characters in The Girl From Tomorrow has strengths and weaknesses. Have students work in pairs or triads to identify strengths and weaknesses for key characters and discuss how strengths and weaknesses of key characters play a part in Alana’s journey. Refer to the story maps created earlier. Write several sentences that sum up each main character’s role in helping the plot to move forward.

As a class, discuss student ideas about the part various characters played in Alana’s journey, then jointly construct a paragraph summarising key elements of the plot including references to roles of characters and character development.
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