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It’s Still Magic
	Program:
	The Genie From Down Under

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Narrative Structure; Film Language

	Description:
	Students viewing this last episode in the series discuss the concept of story resolution and the techniques used by filmmakers to build up to a climax in the story. 

	Resources:
	It's Still Magic, The Genie from Down Under


Lesson plan: 

This is the last episode in the series of The Genie from Down Under and provides the opportunity to discuss issues related to resolution. Unlike stand-alone texts, such as novels, short stories and films, television series do not always tie up all the ends neatly. They tend to have more open rather than closed endings. This has become a convention of television stemming partly from the fact that producers wish to allow the possibility of a continuation of the series. 

Discuss the ending 

Explain the concept of resolution - the way in which problems and conflicts in the narrative are solved at the end. Discuss the way in which each of the following narrative problems or issues are solved: 

· Bruce's love for Lady Diana 

· Lady Diana's financial problems 

· Bubbles' desire to marry Diana 

· Otto's desire to get the opal 

· Penelope's desire to get things through wishing, rather than doing them herself 

· Bruce's desire to be free. 

The last of these is not actually resolved as Bruce decides to remain a genie so Lady Diana can be saved. Discuss the reasons for Bruce's decision. Do students find this a disappointing or a satisfying ending? How does Bruce's decision contrast with the behaviour of other characters throughout the series such as Penelope and Otto? How do students respond to the fact that Penelope accuses Bruce of selfishness at one point? 

Analyse the film techniques
The audience is positioned to accept Bruce's decision as the right one through various techniques such as music and the reaction of other characters. Identify these. Ask students to identify the ways in which they are encouraged to see his decision as the right one. 
This episode creates suspense about Bruce's decision by extending the time it takes him to decide. Drawing out the climax and resolution in this way is a common technique in many film and television texts. It creates a dramatic sense of the big moment. Replay the decision scene and ask students to identify how the scene is drawn out for dramatic impact. Their attention should be drawn especially to the use of cut-aways to other scenes and close-ups. 
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