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It’s My Opal… (And I’ll Cry If I Want To)
	Program:
	The Genie From Down Under

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Narrative Structure; Film Language; Symbolism and Icons

	Description:
	Students explore the use of exposition and the role of a narrator. They analyse the motives behind some film techniques and explore the role of symbols and icons in filmed storytelling.

	Resources:
	It's My Opal...(And I'll Cry If I Want To) The Genie From Down Under


Lesson plan: 

In this the second episode in the series the audience is given a shortened version of episode one, the expository episode. 

Like many television programs The Genie From Down Under uses an opening title sequence which summarises the basic situation on which the show is based and provides flashes of previous episodes. The title sequence prepares the audience for the episode by reminding them of what the program is about and re-establishing appropriate expectations. 

Play the opening sequence
Discuss how the sequence functions, both in terms of events and atmosphere, through visuals and music, to: 

· remind the viewer of what has happened before 

· prepare the viewer for what is to follow. 

View the whole episode
The Genie From Down Under is unusual for a television series in using a narrator to open and close each episode. Discuss: 
· who is the narrator? 

· what is the function of the narrator? 

· why do students think the producers of the program decided to use a narrator? 

· do students think this an effective technique? 

· does the fact that Penelope is the narrator position the viewer to respond more positively than he/she might otherwise? 
Discuss the filmmakers' motives
This episode establishes the pattern of future episodes which are alternatively set in England and Australia. Identify the icons/symbols of Australia (the emu, the kangaroo, the sound of crows) which locate the setting for the audience. Discuss why the filmmakers chose to show these symbols of Australia rather than simply use a sub-title saying "Australia". What might be some of the broader economic motivations of drawing attention to the Australian setting by showing the more well-known symbols of Australia, given that this program was made to be marketed overseas? 

The Australian segments of this program are set in the outback rather than, for example, the suburbs of a major city. Discuss the factors which might have influenced this production decision, such as the creation of a dramatic contrast with the English setting, the potential for storylines and the interest of overseas audiences in this aspect of Australia. What do students think of this choice of setting? Does it enhance their interest? How would it affect their response to the program if the setting was something very familiar to them (use a local suburb or town as an example). 

Explore Australian symbols and icons
Ask students to sketch or list as many symbols of Australia as they can think of or find. To make the task easier they could be given categories such as animals, places, people, songs, instruments. Have students compare their lists and discuss: 

· those symbols which they think would be internationally recognisable 

· those symbols which would be familiar only to people living in Australia 

· symbols of white Australia 

· symbols of Aboriginal Australia. 

Create a video cover
Ask students to design a videotape cover or DVD cover for The Genie From Down Under which indicates to an overseas audience that much of the series is set in Australia, using some of the symbols discussed above. 
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