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The Eternal Quadrangle
	Program:
	The Genie From Down Under

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Narrative Structure; Genre; Humour and Satire

	Description:
	Students explore narrative devices of exposition and narrative knowledge and film techniques used to tell the story in romantic comedies. They discuss the concepts and write a parody of a romance.

	Resources:
	The Eternal Quadrangle, The Genie From Down Under


Lesson plan: 

View The Eternal Quadrangle 

The episode opens, as do all the episodes, with Penelope directly addressing the camera and giving a brief exposition of the situation. Her address to the audience raises issues about narrative knowledge. As in many texts, especially comedies, the question of "Who knows what?" is an important plot device in this series, creating many opportunities for mistakes and misunderstandings. 

Replay Penelope's address 

Discuss the hierarchy of knowledge that emerges amongst the characters. Point out that the audience's knowledge is the greatest because they have access to information that is denied even to Penelope (e.g. Bruce's growing affection for Diana.) The students could map ‘Who know what’ and connect with arrows and symbols. Draw attention to other texts which use this device (e.g. The Importance of Being Earnest, The Twelfth Night, Bewitched, Mary Poppins, Ghost). Ask students to suggest texts from their own experience which use this device.

Students write

Ask students to write a story or produce a play which uses the device of narrative knowledge for comic effect.

Discuss the conventions of romantic comedy
This episode plays with the conventions of romance. The conventions of romantic comedy are parodied through the 'romance' between Diana and Otto von Meister. Ask students to identify the conventions which are parodied in the episode (the use of parallel cutting in the scene in which the lovers run to meet each other, slow motion, music, soft focus, silhouettes, sunsets, champagne, poetry, exaggerated emotion, chocolates). 
Read some extracts from heavily conventional romances such as Mills and Boon novels and discuss the conventions. What is the attraction of such heavily conventionalised representations of romance? Students could also write or perform their own parody of a romance.
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