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Light and Shadows
	Program:
	Lift Off

	Year Level:
	Kindergarten/Preschool to Year 2

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	Science

	Themes/Topics:
	Environment

	Description:
	In this episode of Lift Off Poss and Kim make shadow puppets. Students make their own shadow puppets and explore some of the properties of light through researching rainbows.

	Resources:
	Out of this World Lift Off 2 ep 08B ACTF - The contents of a mysterious crate set the imaginations of the Lift Off children running wild. 
Other: Indonesian shadow puppets, or make your own


Lesson plan: 
View the segment Out of this world
Make shadow puppets
Shadow puppetry is demonstrated by Poss and Kim who use their hands to make animal shadows. Set up a light in your class and encourage students to have a go at making shadows. Collect some books from the library that demonstrate different hand shadows and displays. 

Fun with shadows
Use an overhead projector to do some portraits of the students in the class by drawing their profile shadow onto black paper. Display without students' names and have a guessing competition. Discuss what gives us clues and how we are able to recognise slight differences in facial features. 

Make shadow puppets
The last scene of this episode is a dragon shadow puppet. Try to get hold of some Indonesian shadow puppets (contact Multicultural resource centres, Indonesian language teachers) and show the students how they are operated? Give the students some sticks, tape and cardboard and let them make their own. Put on a show for another class. 

Research rainbows
Annie and Raph change the appearance of their Gran's room by creating patterns of light. The animated feature story in this episode called Rainbow is a delightful story about a young girl who captures a rainbow. Rainbows need light to exist. Research with the students how rainbows are formed. Collect objects that reflect light, eg: prisms, glass spheres, oil in puddles and make your own!
Other cultures enjoy shadow puppet activities eg. Balinese.
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