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Clash
	Program:
	Lift Off

	Year Level:
	Kindergarten/Preschool to Year 2

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English; Humanities and Social Sciences; Health and Physical Education

	Themes/Topics:
	Self and Relationships; Ethics, Values, Justice; War and Conflict

	Description:
	Self and Relationships; Ethics, Values, Justice; War and Conflict

	Resources:
	Clash Lift Off 1 ep 14A and 14B ACTF - Live action story Part A: Arguing over EC's role in a game, Poss and Kim pull the doll apart. Nipper tries to fix EC but to no avail. Jenny suggests that Ricardo could help. With EC fixed, the children play but ban Poss and Kim until they learn to play cooperatively.
Live action story Part B: Ted gives Poss a treasured concertina which becomes the centre of an argument with her classmates.


Lesson plan: 
Identify and clarify the problem
Watch Clash and discuss the story with the students. This story has a standard narrative structure. At the beginning there is a problem, this reaches a climax and there is resolution of the conflict. Pose these questions: 

· What is the problem? 

· How did it begin? 

· What happens? 

· How is the problem resolved? 

Ask your students to work in pairs or small groups to draw a picture in response to each question. Place their depiction of events on a time graph or scale that identifies the lead in, the climax and the resolution. In this episode, the climax is very early and a long time is taken to resolve the problem. Discuss why.

Explore the problem
As a class, make a list of the personal characteristics of both Poss and Kim. What do we know about them? How do we know? Using this list, discuss how Poss and Kim's personalities contribute to the escalation of the problem. 

Discuss conflict resolution
Discuss the rules (often unwritten) about getting on with others, that Poss and Kim do not follow in this episode.

Discuss how the other friends feel and how they contribute to the resolution of the problem. Talk about the sorts of behaviour that help resolve conflicts and those that hinder it.


List people's rights on one side of a page, e.g. respecting other people's property, being safe from harassment etc. Now list the responsibilities that go with each right. Discuss why it is important to be able to resolve conflict. This activity could result in a poster displaying actions which contribute to the type of classroom that students want, e.g. We all want to feel safe and valued therefore we... .

View and discuss revenge and retaliation
Watch the Wakadoo Cafe story Sweet revenge in part A again. The story is about retaliation. Talk about what this is and ask the students to give some examples from their own experience. Discuss what happens at the beginning of the story that leads Zelda and Nearly to play tricks on each other.

Encourage students to imagine alternative responses, e.g. what if Zelda had acknowledged that what happened with Nearly was an accident? 

The retaliatory actions continue until Wolf intervenes. What might have happened if no one had intervened? 

Wolf has one solution to the problem. Ask the students to pose alternative solutions. Students could act out alternative endings to the story.

Discuss the conflict in storytelling
Discuss the use of conflict as the key element of both the Wakadoo Cafe story and the drama between Poss and Kim in the live action story. What does conflict contribute to these stories?


View and discuss rules in a community
Show Part B of this episode. Discuss the situation that develops at Poss's school. Ask students to describe and defend the actions of the students involved.

Revisit class and school rules and discuss what happens and why. Talk about why we have rules and how they help communities to work together.

Setting mood and creating atmosphere
Beverley's view of the natural world in Part B shows stormy and windy weather. Ask your students why the film-makers chose to show such scenes in this episode. List how the weather reflects the actions and feelings in the story in both Parts A and B.

Collect examples 
Allow the students some time in the school library to collect other examples of the use of weather to reflect mood. Discuss words we use to describe nature, e.g. fierce and destructive, and how these may also be applicable to human behaviour. You might like to list some of the common phrases that do this, e.g. black as thunder, running like the wind, a rocky relationship. Ask students to design a poster that illustrates one of the sayings.

Further discuss conflict resolution
Discuss questions such as What do people disagree about? What happens when people disagree? How do people show disagreement? Watch the Munch Kids segment in Part B in which the Munch Kids deal with difference, clash of opinions and what is right and wrong.
Students discuss their thinking about this topic. Explore some of the differences of opinion that are raised in the Munch Kids discussion and in the classroom. Try not to have right and wrong answers rather explore the results of different responses. Focus on reading other people's responses as much as expressing ones own feelings. Ask questions such as these:

· When do you get annoyed? 

· How do you show you are angry? 

· How do other people you know show anger? 

· How do you stop being angry? 

· How do you know someone else is not happy? 

· What does their face/body language look like? 

Resolving a problem - create your own story
Stories show how problems begin and how they are solved (e.g. Wakadoo Cafe story, Kim and Poss, EC's ripped leg, lost accordion). Encourage your students to pose a problem between two friends and make up a story in which the conflict is resolved. Ask them to present a plan in small groups with group members giving feedback about one thing they like about the story and one thing that might improve it. Your students may then choose to write, draw or act out their story.
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