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Caring for Pets
	Program:
	Lift Off

	Year Level:
	Kindergarten/Preschool to Year 2

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	Mathematics; Science

	Themes/Topics:
	Environment; Our Place in Space and Time

	Description:
	These activities provide an interesting and thoughtful introduction to the study of pets and the role they play in the children's lives.

	Resources:
	Out of This World Lift Off 2 ep 08A ACTF - Aku's goldfish Herbie dies but is not forgotten by the children.
Under Pressure Lift Off 2 ep 02A ACTF -Nipper finds an injured tortoise and is able to keep it as a pet 


Lesson plan: 
View the program segment
Aku shows that she is responsible in caring for her pet. List the ways she demonstrates this. Talk about the students' pets and how they are cared for. List the basic needs of all pets. 

Arrange an excursion
Arrange a visit to the local veterinarian or pet shop owner to find out about their jobs. Discuss pets' needs, eg: shelter, food, exercise. Groups of students could make posters about how to care for different sorts of pets to display in the vet surgery or pet shop or post these on the school intranet.
Discuss Thrash
The animated stories of Thrash that are in part A of each episode in Lift Off series 2 show some amazing adventures and scraps about this zany pet. Tell the story of Thrash. Imagine the owner, why Thrash is always in trouble, what else could happen. As a group write a story about Thrash. 

Make a picturegraph
Students draw all their family pets on a small square piece of paper of uniform size - one pet per piece. Sort them into types, eg: dogs, fish, birds. Paste them on a large piece of cardboard to make a picture graph. Now the students can extract all sorts of information from the data on the graph, eg: most popular pet, most colourful, most unusual, least common. 
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	bird
	fish
	dog
	cat
	guineapig
	mouse 
	rabbit
	other


Create a pet centre
Have a pet in your centre or school. Collect some books about pets and encourage the students to find out what you will need to know about caring for pets and what equipment you will need to buy. Talk about which ones may be possible and why. Decide on the best choice for your situation. Go shopping with the students and purchase all that you will need. Take photographs of the whole process and students can then sequence them and write about the process. Make a class book about the experience. 
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