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Friends Forever
	Program:
	Worst Best Friends

	Year Level:
	Year 1 to Year 6

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English; Humanities and Social Sciences; The Arts; Health and Physical Education

	Themes/Topics:
	Growth and Development; Self and Relationships

	Description:
	Students explore issues about friendship, trust and loyalty. They share ideas about what friends are like, how they act, things they do and share with friends.

	Resources:
	Worst Best Friends, ep 1, 2, 6, 11, 13
Other:  Nancy Krulik, How to be a Friend Forever, Scholastic, Sydney, 1998.
Junko Morimoto, A Piece of Straw, Collins, Australia, 1985
Large sheets of paper and textas


Lesson plan: 

Leisure activities
Talk to students about what you like to do in your free time. Be sure to include some activities you can do by yourself and others that you need to do with a partner or a group. Ask the students to suggest some ways we could group the activities. Let the students experiment with different headings but use probing questions (e.g. Do you need to go to a special place to do this? Do others need to be involved in this activity?) to lead them to the headings:
• Activities we can do alone. 
• Activities you do with others. 

Work with students to place each of the leisure activities under a heading. Ask students to add to the list by suggesting activities they participate in to fit each of the headings.

Discuss the importance of being able to do some things by ourselves, such as reading, and the importance of having friends we can do partner and team activities with, such as chess and soccer. 

What is a friend?
Go to the Lift Off section of The Learning Centre on the ACTF website and use the activities suggested to develop students' concept of friends.

Who can be our friends?
As a class talk about the people we call our friends and the things we like to do with them. List contributions on butcher paper and highlight the variety of things we can do with friends.

Seat students in a circle and take turns to use single words to describe what friends are like. As words are suggested record them and display in the classroom. 

Create a class ‘Graffiti Wall’ and encourage students to use the words to write statements about the characteristics of friends on it.

Refer to the list and descriptive words and ask students if friends have to be the same gender, age, cultural group as themselves? Ask also if we can have only one friend at a time?

Friendship Bingo 
Often we become friends with someone because we have a common interest or passion but we need to discover this common interest to ignite the friendship. 
Use worksheet Friendship Bingo (PDF) to play Friendship Bingo. Students must find someone to fit each category in a horizontal, vertical or diagonal line, to win. Students who satisfy a category need to sign in that box. 

Where can we meet friends?
With a partner or in small groups discuss where we have met our friends. List suggestions. Think about TV shows, books and films and brainstorm to help think of other ways we could meet and make friends. Add suggestions to the list.

Identify places you could meet friends in your local community. Use a map of the local area to mark locations such as the swimming pool, the local scout hall, the retirement village and the soccer/football ground. Encourage students to talk about new places they could go and activities they could participate in to meet new friends. Highlight the need for permission from parents and appropriate levels of supervision depending upon places and activities. 

Friendship circles
Ask students to think about and list all their friends. Using worksheet, Friendship Circles (PDF) ask students to place those people who are their closest friends, the ones who influence them the most, who they would go to first if they were unhappy and who they share secrets with, in the very centre circle. In the next circle ask them to write the names of friends they share activities and things with occasionally and in the third circle the people who have some influence over you, who you like, but you only do things with sometimes. Put a circle around friends who are the same age as you. Put an arrow next to the names of people you would like to have in a different circle to the one they are in.

As a class, discuss the importance of having different sorts of friends and the value of each type of friend. 

Character profiles
List all the characters introduced in episodes 1 and 2 of Worst Best Friends. Ask students to share everything they know about each character. They can include information such as family member names, best friends, interests, appearance, favourite activities, pets, dislikes. 
Use student suggestions to create character profiles. Write each character profile on a separate piece of paper and display for students to refer to.

Discuss characters that seem similar to one another or those with similar interests to other characters. Ask students to predict which characters will be friends by the end of the series and to give reasons for their predictions. Which characters do they like so far and which characters don’t they like? Encourage them to give reasons for their responses.

After viewing five or six episodes of Worst Best Friends ask students to revisit their predictions. What would they change now?

Venn friends
With a partner or in small groups, ask students to select two characters from Worst Best Friends. Ask them to list ways they are different and ways they are the same or similar. Demonstrate how these can be organised in a Venn diagram. Encourage students to make comments about shared interests and activities of characters and those they think could be friends if they tried harder.

Share and compare
Ask students to choose a partner then have them list things that make them individuals and the attributes, qualities or skills they share. For example,

	Toan
	Both of us 
	Nilton

	Likes talking
	Have dark hair
	Is very shy

	Likes fruit
	
Good at drawing
	Likes noodles

	Plays basketball
	Have brown eyes
	Plays soccer

	Has a small family
	Like computer games
	Has a big family




Provide opportunities for students to share and compare work. Encourage students to identify peers who share similar interests to them but still have some very individual traits. 

Personality Plus
Print a still image from the Media Kit (PDF) for each character to create a personal traits list for each of the characters. Ask students to work with a partner to brainstorm as many words as they can to describe each character’s personality and to write these around each image. Emphasise that they only need to write single words. Encourage students to give examples from episodes they have viewed to support their ideas. 
Character web
Create a character web by connecting characters with a word or phrase such as: 
…………….. is the son of ………………………..; 
…………………………. is the best friend of…………………………; 
………………………… annoys……………………….. .
Encourage students to try to make connections between each one of the characters.

Who am I?
Using characters from Worst Best Friends, play ‘Who am I?’ Remind students they can only ask questions that can be answered with yes or no. You may choose to set a limit on the number of questions that can be asked. Students can be organised as individuals or in teams.

We are still friends aren’t we?
As students watch each episode of Worst Best Friends, chart the ups and downs of the friendship between Roger and Dusting. Alternatively, view episodes 1, 6 and 13 and chart the ups and downs of their friendship. Students could work in groups to create line graphs with events along the bottom axis and a friendship rating scale on the vertical axis. As a class, discuss the way the friendship between these two characters evolves and changes. How does their view of one another change during the series? 

What do friends do together and how do they treat each other?
View episodes 10 and 11 to identify those characters who act as good friends and those who do not. Discuss the scenes where Thesaurus played for Millicent while she sang her song and where Gilbert helped Avril from the stage after she had made a fool of herself. What qualities are these characters displaying? 

Encourage students to refer to other Worst Best Friends episodes they have viewed and to experiences of their own to brainstorm ideas and create lists underneath the headings:
• What do friends do together?
• How do they treat each other?
Encourage students to justify comments.

Consider responses and actions of characters from Worst Best Friends discussed or examined by students. Ask students to think about a scene where someone shows they are a very good friend. Encourage them to create a short cartoon strip or storyboard to relate what happened. Display these for students to share and read. 

Honesty is the best policy – or is it?
View episode 11 of Worst Best Friends. Discuss what Millicent’s friends said about her. Were these things true? Ask students to give examples. Were Millicent’s friends right to be so honest with her? Are there times when you should not be absolutely honest with someone? Ask students to justify their responses. 

How can we be good friends?

Ask students to draw a friend or use a program such as Inspiration to create a mind map that shows all the things about that friend that makes them a good friend.
Share each student’s work and encourage other students to make positive or supportive comments.

Develop a profile of a friend. How do friends act and speak to each other? Ask students to work in groups to develop some guidelines and then share and list these. 
Compile a list of ‘Rules for friends’. Have students individually choose three things they will do from now on to be a better friend.

Friends, friends everywhere!
Explore the advantages of having lots of different friends. Discuss and list the things you might do with friends of different ages. For example, a younger friend might introduce you to new fun games. A teenager might introduce you to pop music trends or how to do tricks on a skateboard. An adult might teach you how to cook or fix your bike. An older person might show you how to knit or sew. Provide opportunities for students to experience some of these by inviting parents or community members to do workshops at your school or by developing links with the local kindergarten or retirement village.


Write an ad
Ask students to write an advertisement for a friend. In the advertisement they need to explain clearly what a best friend is and the qualities they want their friend to have. They have $5.00 to spend on the adv/ertisement. Each word will cost them 10 cents.
Students could also use a program such as PowerPoint to create a screen-based advertisement. Provide students with the opportunity to share and display their work and encourage a few applicants to apply for some of the positions!

Friendship Shield
In the Middle Ages each family or clan had a crest or emblem that represented their strengths. This crest was often on shields that knights and soldiers took into battle but was also used on official seals, jewellery and flags. Show students examples of family shields and explain their meaning, e.g. the shield of Richard the Lion Heart. Logos from secondary and private schools could also be used. Ask students to brainstorm other symbols they could use for a modern day shield that represented their interests, hobbies, favourite foods, family and sport, e.g. a computer, an aeroplane, an ice cream, a computer. Talk to students about the banner that sometimes appears on a shield. It usually had three words that summed up the person, clan or institution. List possible words students could use to describe themselves, e.g. honest, strong, healthy, sensible, strong, shrewd, brave. 

Ask students to create an emblem or shield that would symbolise what a good friend they would make. Ask students to think about what would be included to represent their interests and strengths. Use the Friendship Shield worksheet (PDF file) for students to design and complete their friendship shield. Attach each completed emblem to a shield - shaped piece 

of cardboard covered in aluminium foil or cover paper. Attach a handle at the back so students can hold their shield in front of them. Provide opportunities for each student to share their work and explain what each part of their shield means. Display shields in the classroom.
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