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Know All
	Program:
	Round the Twist

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English, Health and Physical Education, History

	Themes/Topics:
	Stereotypes; Critical Literacy; Parity of Wages; Discrimination; Paternity/maternity allowance

	Description:
	These activities draw on Know All to examine the nature of gender stereotyping in the community, in films and in advertising.

	Resources:
	Know All ep 10 vol 3 Round the Twist 1
Other: a selection of TV or magazine and brochure advertisements.


Lesson plan: 
Gender stereotyping
As a whole class
View the episode Know All. After viewing replay the section near the beginning in which Dad Twist is building his sculpture that he calls "Chained to Chores". Using the pause button hold the frame until students have had time to look at the figure. 

Class discussion
Discuss with the students: 

· Why did Dad Twist call his artwork "Chained to Chores"? 

· To what chores is he referring? 

· How are these chores depicted in the sculpture? 

· Who does these chores in the students' households? 

Linda's first reaction to "Chained to Chores" is to describe it as sexist. 

· What does the term ‘sexist’ mean? 

· Why does Linda think the sculpture is sexist? 

Forward the tape to the section in which the children rescue the chest from the ocean. At one point in this sequence Linda attacks Peter for calling her a "girl". Why is this a derogatory, sexist term?
Discuss with the students the reasons why Linda found this term insulting. It would be useful to write the key terms used in the discussion on the board and then use them as a basis for discussing associative meanings. What associations are made with the term girl? What associations are made with the term boy? 
Individual activity
Give students the following list of gender specific terms and ask them to replace each term with a non-gender specific or neutral term. You may need to give them some examples to begin with. 

	gender specific term
	non-gender specific term

	Mrs

postman 
tea lady 
sales girl 
stewardess 
cleaning lady 
man the telephone 
housewife 
the best man for the job 
man on the land
chairman
	 


Stereotypes in advertising
In small groups
Show a selection of current television commercials to the class or use advertisements from magazines to examine current representations of men and women. How is the viewer positioned? What are elements that exclude/include?
Have students classify the advertisements which depict men and women into those which depict traditional roles and those that depict non-traditional roles. 

Ask students to rank the advertisements in terms of their personal appeal and then have students explain their ranking in a small group situation. 

Explore the term ‘male chauvinist pig’

Older students may be able to extend the discussion into questions about the social responsibilities of advertisers in the manner in which they portray men and women. 

A useful resource is Ross-Smith, Anne and Walker, Gael (1990) Women and Advertising: Resource Package Office of the Status of Women, Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. This package consists of a video of advertisements, teaching notes and overhead transparencies. It is suitable for lower secondary students.
Extension
Inequality still exists in society in a number of forms – parental leave, flexible working hours, parity of wages, employer expectations etc. Encourage the older students to look for examples in the media, novels, movies, documentaries whereby someone has lobbied to change laws, situation.
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