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Where It’s At
	Program:
	The Genie From Down Under

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Narrative Structure; Genre; Humour and Satire

	Description:
	With these activities, students discuss the use of parody in story-telling, the role of sub-plots in a series and the use of the device of narrative knowledge.

	Resources:
	Where It's At, The Genie From Down Under


Lesson plan: 
View Where It's At and discuss parody
After viewing, replay the early scene in which Lady Townes is working in the garden and Conrad Von Meister is spying on Penelope. This scene offers the opportunity to discuss issues of intertextuality and the idea that we read any text in relation to other texts and that we bring our own cultures and experiences to the texts also.

Visually this scene creates humor by parodying the spy genre. To understand this segment as a spoof on the spy genre viewers must, even subconsciously, be making reference to other similar texts. Identify the spy genre conventions which are imitated and parodied in this scene - the head rising into frame, the point of view shot of the binoculars, the use of the tree as a camouflage. 

Discuss the sorts of knowledge the audience must have to understand the comic parody that is going on. Refer to other spy genre films that the students have seen, eg. Golden Eye. 

Discuss the ways in which we build up knowledge of a genre and its conventions - previous viewing experiences, advertising, novels in the same genre, cover designs for books and videos, songs written to accompany films, articles in newspapers, television and press interviews with stars, reviews, associated marketing and so on.

Discuss the sub-plots
This episode establishes some of the complications and conflicts which will sustain the narrative over the series. After viewing identify and discuss the subplots established in this episode. They can be described in terms of character conflicts and aspirations, for example: 

· The Genies - Bruce wants to be human and fall in love but he is a genie 

· Conrad and Otto Von Meister - want the opal but Penelope has it 

· Penelope - wants to return to England but is stuck in Australia. 

Invite students to use their narrative and generic knowledge by making predictions about how these subplots might develop in later episodes. Discuss with students the purpose of sub-plots in narrative particularly television series. Ask students to describe the sub-plots running in other TV series they watch. 

Discuss the use of the technique of narrative knowledge
This episode raises the question of narrative knowledge. Different levels of narrative knowledge are established by having some characters know things that others don't. This offers comic opportunities for misunderstandings and mistakes in later episodes. Identify the different knowledges held by each character and by the audience, using the following as a guide to discussion: 

· Which characters know that Bruce and Baz are genies? 

· Who knows about the ancient feud between the Meister family and the Townes family? 

· Who knows how the genies can get their freedom? 

· Identify the hierarchy of narrative knowledge established in this episode from the character with least knowledge to the character with most knowledge. 

How does the fact that certain characters do not know certain things create opportunities for later plots?

Draw attention to the fact that it is the audience that has the most knowledge and this is a source of narrative pleasure because the audience can laugh at and feel superior to characters who are ignorant.
© Australian Children's Television Foundation (except where otherwise indicated). You may use, download and reproduce this material free of charge for non-commercial educational purposes provided you retain all acknowledgements associated with the material. 

