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Triple Treat
	Program:
	The Genie From Down Under

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Narrative Structure

	Description:
	Students analyse narrative devices used to tell a story. They explore the concept of recurring themes, the convention of hiding information from all but one character, and use of binary oppositions.

	Resources:
	Triple Treat, The Genie From Down Under


Lesson plan: 
View and analyse Triple Treat
One of the recurring themes of The Genie From Down Under is Penelope's dependence on making wishes, rather than doing things herself. This theme is highlighted in this, and the previous episode, where Bruce tries to teach Penelope the importance of not relying on wishes. Ask students to identify the way in which this episode illustrates this theme. 

One of the internal narrative conventions of The Genie From Down Under is that no-one, apart from Penelope, notices the magic. Other people do not comment when they, other people or things magically appear or disappear. They look surprised briefly but then continue as if everything is normal. This convention is illustrated a number of times in this episode. Discuss the convention and ask students to identify examples. What do students think of the convention? Does it make the show less realistic or doesn't it matter? Why might the producers have chosen to employ the convention? 

Like most narratives The Genie From Down Under is based around a series of "binary oppositions" or pairs of contrasts. Some of these are: 
Australia ------------ England 
Sunshine ------------- Rain 
Bruce ---------------- Bubbles 
Natural behaviour ---- Pompous behaviour 

Binary oppositions are quite a useful tool of analysis. Interest and humor derive from these contrasts but they also reveal some of the ways of thinking which underpin the narrative. Teach the concept of binary oppositions or pairs of contrasts and give a few examples from the show as in the table above. Ask students to come up with other pairs of oppositions in the show. 
Discuss which side the audience is encouraged to prefer in regard to the various pairs of oppositions and why. Discuss the vertical relationships established in the table. Why is Australia seen to be on the same side as "natural" and England as "pompous"?. What ways of thinking about certain topics are evident here?
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