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A Tale of Two Cities
	Program:
	The Genie From Down Under

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Film Language; Narrative Structure

	Description:
	With these activities, students explore some of the techniques for creating mood and atmosphere in filmed narratives. They analyse the theme and the parallel plots running through the episode.

	Resources:
	A Tale of Two Cities, The Genie From Down Under


Lesson plan: 

View A Tale of Two Cities
This episode provides a useful opportunity to study the creation of atmosphere. Teach the way in which atmosphere is created through the use of commonly recognised conventions. 

Identify some conventions for creating atmosphere

Replay the scene where Diana and Bruce are watching the sunset and ask students to identify the conventions used to create an atmosphere of romance, such as the sunset, the music, soft voices, the physical proximity of characters. 

Create a diagram to represent the plots
Like many other episodes this one uses parallel plots: the Bruce and Diana plot, the Conrad and Bazza plot and the Otto plot. Have students represent these plots diagrammatically showing how they develop separately and intersect at various points.  (Overlapping Venn diagrams)
Discuss the theme

Like a number of modern narratives this one is based around the problems children have with situations involving parental romance. It can be argued that the frequency of such narratives in recent years reflects social changes whereby it is more likely for people with children to remarry. Discuss Penelope's responses to her mother's growing love for Bruce and her behaviour. Where do students' sympathies lie? 

Analyse the camera techniques 

Compare the shot types in those scenes which focus on actions and those scenes which focus on the characters' feelings. List the number of close-ups in each type of scene. Which scenes use the most close-ups? Suggest reasons for the use of close-ups in these scenes - faces are sites for emotional communication. 

Analyse the body language

Look at the body language of Bruce and Diana. What do you learn about their feelings about each other from their body language?
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