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School Daze
	Program:
	The Genie From Down Under

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Narrative Structure; Humour and Satire; Stereotypes

	Description:
	Students discuss how the techniques of exposition, stereotyping, and idiomatic expressions help to tell a story. They write a script for a scene and write a character description.

	Resources:
	School Daze, The Genie from Down Under


Lesson plan: 

Introduce the concept of exposition

In the opening of this episode the exposition is provided by Penelope's narration through her direct address to the camera. Teach the concept of exposition - the provision of information necessary which the audience needs to understand the subsequent events - and discuss the manner in which the exposition is provided in this episode. 

This method of exposition is actually fairly rare in modern television where exposition is usually provided dramatically. Draw attention to it and discuss other ways in which the same information might have been revealed through dramatic means. 

Students write a script 

Have students write a script for an opening scene which acts as exposition but without the use of a narrator.

Discuss overcoming obstacles 

This episode like many narratives is structured around one or more characters' desire to achieve a goal. These are established early in the episode: Penelope's desire to attend Marcia's party and Baz's desire for a birthday party. Interest in the narrative lies in seeing how the obstacles to these goals are overcome. Through discussion, have students identify the goals and the obstacles which are thrown up in the way of the achievement of these goals and how these obstacles are overcome. 

Discuss the role of gaps in the narrative

This episode provides a useful opportunity to teach the way in which audiences fill in gaps in narratives. In the scene where Penelope is about to be expelled from Highdene, Bruce says, "If I get you out of this, will you do something for me?" At no point is the audience explicitly 
told what he wants Penelope to do for him (which is to return to Australia in time for Baz's party). Replay this scene and discuss what it is implied that he wants her to do. How does the audience know this? At what point do they know? Why does the writer use this technique?

Discuss the use of idiomatic expressions

This episode draws attention to the culturally specific nature of some Australian idiomatic expressions such as "have a lend", "pulling your leg", "a few sheep short in the top paddock". Discuss the meaning of these expressions and ask students to suggest other idiomatic expressions. Ask students to consider how the use of these expressions might exclude some viewers. In a multicultural class, students could compile lists of these expressions from different cultures.

Discuss the use of stereotypes

The scenes of Conrad at the party draw their humour by juxtaposing stereotypical Australian behaviour with stereotypical upper class English behaviour. There is both a national and a class element to the contrasts created. Many narratives create humour by placing characters from different social backgrounds together and showing the misunderstandings and contrasts. On television for instance The Nanny, The Beverly Hillbillies and many other shows have used this technique as the basic situation. Usually the audience is placed on the side of the lower class characters who are used to point out the pretensions, or lack of common sense, of the upper class. Thus the technique is a way of poking fun at those who see themselves as better or more important. Discuss how the party scenes do this. Which characters do students mostly identify with in these scenes? Why? Explain the conventions described earlier and ask students to suggest current programs which use the same situation. 

It could be argued that for the most part this episode gives a rather negative representation of teenage girls. Look at the representation of the girls at the party. What aspects of their behaviour is criticised in the episode? Discuss whether or not students feel this is a fair or accurate representation? Do they see it as a representation of girls in general, English girls or upper class English girls? Ask students to write a paragraph describing a teenage girl, or boy, character for a TV series.
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