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Nobody’s Perfect
	Program:
	The Genie From Down Under

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Narrative Structure; Stereotypes; Humour and Satire

	Description:
	This episode provides source material for exploring the notion of parody and the use of stereotypes in portraying young women, particularly English women.

	Resources:
	Nobody's Perfect, The Genie from Down Under


Lesson plan: 

View Nobody's Perfect and note the parody
This episode parodies the conventions of television journalism and in particular some current affairs programs and "real life" or tabloid television. Replay the scenes in which the camera crew came to Townes Hall. Identify the conventions of television journalism which are being parodied in this sequence (the smooth front man, the exploitative director, the crowds of crew and so on.) Pay special attention to the dialogue "It’s real. I like it. Let's do it.". 

Compare this episode to any episode from the series Frontline which is also a parody of television news and current affairs. A videotape of Frontline episodes is available from ABC shops. Consider the definition of parody: 

	Parody - a parody searches out , by means of subversive mimicry, any weakness, pretension or lack of self-awareness in the original. Although it is often deflationary and comic its distinguishing characteristic is its analytic mimicry.


Have students list the conventions of television news reporting being parodied in Frontline. Have groups of students prepare a short parody on a familiar ritual or convention, eg. school assemblies, speech nights, weddings, family gatherings. 

Analyse the stereotypes
This episode offers a commentary on the importance of looks in our society. Penelope wants to be beautiful but more importantly she wants her rival Marcia to be ugly. Discuss the value placed on physical appearance in our society. This episode assumes that females especially are obsessed with appearance but makes fun of this obsession. Discuss: 
· Are females overly concerned with appearance? 

· What practices in our society and the media especially encourage this concern? 

· What sorts of organisations benefit from and therefore have a vested interest in encouraging a concern for physical appearances?

· What constitutes “perfect”? Build word lists of synonyms/antonyms: flawless/flawed

Look at specific elements of appearance: One aspect of Marcia's ugliness is supposedly her baldness. Who benefits from the inclusion of hair as a definition of beauty? Who benefits from the conception of beauty as including clear skin and straight noses? 

The characterisation of Penelope draws heavily on the stereotype of the young upper class English female and this episode brings this characterisation into high relief. Ask students to identify the elements of this stereotype: bitchy, shallow, materialistic, self-centered, two-faced. As a way of exploring the social function and contested nature of stereotypes discuss: 

· Who might find this stereotype amusing? 

· Who might be offended by it? 

· What social function does the stereotype serve? 

Compare this with the competing stereotype of the young upper class English female as sophisticated, charming, attractive, well-mannered and possibility charitable. Visual representations of this stereotype may be found in expensive British women's magazines, especially the advertising, and in some forms of popular literature. Discuss the effect of target audience on the types of stereotypes circulated in a specific text. 

Critical Literacy Extension
Use the Four Resources Model (Text User/Analyst/Code Breaker/Meaning Makers) to explore how texts in media ‘position’ viewers into being swayed, excluded, irked etc into buying products or ‘taken in’ by the portrayal of celebrities/beautiful people eg. ‘Who’ magazine, advertisements for celebrity watches, clothing. These can be readily found online, in daily newspapers, weekend magazines.
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