[image: image1.jpg]THE LEARN:NG CENTRE a





Larceny
	Program:
	The Genie From Down Under

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Narrative Structure; Genre; Humour and Satire

	Description:
	Students explore the comedy genre in TV programs. They discuss various forms of comedy, view the episode Larceny and discuss the use of slapstick. They compare comedy shows from three countries.

	Resources:
	Larceny, The Genie from Down Under


Lesson plan: 

This episode draws on traditions of comic farce and is useful for teaching aspects of genre, specifically the comic genre. Begin by asking students to think of as many different types of comedy as they are able and give examples of titles from books, television shows and films. Their list might include: 

· slapstick/farce - crazy, exaggerated behaviours 

· sophisticated - clever witty characters who make fun of social and dull people 

· stand up -individual character who tells jokes and funny stories 

· situation comedy - comic events and characters in a repeated situation 

· parody - humour as a weapon of criticism 

· musical comedy 

· black comedy - takes what would normally be tragedy and makes cruel humour of it. 

Television regularly uses three basic types of comedy - the sitcom, the sketch comedy and the variety show comedy. Use a television guide to identify examples for each of these types of comedy and calculate the percentage of air time given to comedy on television. 

View Larceny
Discuss the types of comedy employed in The Genie from Down Under. Give students some background to the notion of slapstick comedy. Use these notes as a guide:
	The term slapstick derives from the stick wielded by clowns in Punch and Judy puppet shows and denotes a boisterous, physical type of comedy. The slapstick comedy format was developed in the United States by Mack Sennett (1884-1960). It was Sennett who adapted the chase sequences from primitive cinema to the breakneck pace which is commonly seen today. Sennett's most well-known contribution to cinema history was the Keystone Cops (Keystone was the name of Sennett's studio.) Slapstick comedy relies on reducing the real world to a shambles and is marked by the use of crazy weapons such as custard pies, rolling pins and frying pans. 


Replay the chase scene in Larceny and identify the use of slapstick routines and sight gags. 

Students could listen to the podcast of Abbott and Coustello’s “Who’s on First” to help identify ‘slapstick’ or view early slapstick comedians such as Charlie Chaplin or Laurel and Hardy.
Compare comedy programs
Some people argue that American, British and Australian comedy are very different. Identify an example of a comedy program from each country and discuss the similarities and differences in the types of humour employed in each. Encourage students to voice their preferences along with their reasons for enjoying one form of comedy more than another. 
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