[image: image1.jpg]THE LEARN:NG CENTRE a





I Want, Therefore I’ll Have
	Program:
	Li’l Elvis and the Truckstoppers

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 7

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English; Health and Physical Education

	Themes/Topics:
	Narrative Structure

	Description:
	These activities may be selected and taught individually. They would, however, be most effective if incorporated into a broader unit of work on trust, responsibilities or needs and wants.

	Resources:
	Monkey Sea, Monkey Do ep 8 Li’l Elvis Jones and the Truckstoppers


Lesson plan: 
Setting the scene 

As a class
Watch Monkey Sea, Monkey Do ep 8 Li’l Elvis. Briefly discuss the story with the students. Some questions could be: What is it about? What is the key message in this story?
What do you think of Li’l Elvis?

I want it!!
At the beginning of story, Li’l Elvis tells Jane and Lionel that he wants a puppy. He says ‘I'm gonna get a pet no matter what.’

Ask students to consider the confident attitude evident in Li’l Elvis’s statement: why do you think this statement is made at the very beginning of the story? What is its purpose in relation to the whole story?

Students can think of alternative titles for this episode that capture the moral dilemmas central to the narrative. For example:

You can't always get what you want

It will get you in the end

That's not fair!!!
In his attempts to get a puppy, Lil' Elvis tries to 'wrap Grace around his finger'. Grace, however, is determined that she will not give in to Lil Elvis, as is evident in the following piece of dialogue: 

Li’l Elvis: Mum, I told you I'd clean up my room.
Grace: That was two years ago Li’l Elvis. There are life forms in here that I'd prefer not to have in the house.
Li’l Elvis: Speaking of life forms, can I have a puppy?

Grace: No! You have no sense of responsibility at all. You can't even keep your own room clean. You certainly cannot look after a puppy.
Li’l Elvis: Then what about a kitten...?
Grace: No.
Li’l Elvis: A guinea pig?
Grace: No.
Li’l Elvis: A highly disciplined earwig?
Grace: No. Now out of my way. I have to get a mop.
Li’l Elvis: Rats!
Grace: No.
Li’l Elvis: Rotten rubbish!!!!
Grace: (has fallen on the floor) RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR
Li’l Elvis: Suppose a gold fish is out of the question?
Grace: RRRRR

View this part of the episode again and discuss the dialogue between Li’l Elvis and Grace. (NOTE: This dialogue could be put onto an overhead transparency.) 

Draw students' attention to the particular language features of this dialogue such as:

· The entree — how Li’l Elvis begins the conversation with Grace. Students could demonstrate the intonation Li’l Elvis uses to soften up his mother for what is to come. 

· The quick and resolute responses provided by Grace —for example she says ‘No’ repeatedly. What does this indicate? 

· Li’l Elvis's attempt to bargain with Grace — what does this show about his desire for a puppy? Will he settle for anything? What does it say about his responsibility for pets? 

· The closure — how has Grace ended Li’l Elvis’s capacity to bargain with her? How does she indicate that the conversation will not continue? 

· The humour — what makes this exchange funny? Discuss features such as the humorous play on words. For example, when Li’l Elvis says:‘Speaking of life forms...’ and ‘Rats...’, how does this add to the exchange? 

Students can create and write a script for their own dialogues, using the model above from Monkey Sea, Monkey Do, to demonstrate a situation when they have been determined to get something they have wanted.

A focus on responsibility

Not responsible

As a class
Grace is very sure that Li’l Elvis does not have any sense of responsibility and is therefore unable to look after a pet. Discuss the concept of responsibility for pet ownership by completing the following:
	What is good about being responsible for a puppy? 

 

 
	What is difficult about being responsible for a puppy?


Individually or in pairs
Following this discussion, students can write a list of rules for owning a pet, taking into account the points raised about responsibility in the activity above. These lists can be completed individually or in pairs and can be shared with the whole class. Students can search for similarities in these lists and consider: What do our lists tell us about taking responsibility for owning pets? Discuss: ‘Pets are for life, not just for Christmas’.
Ask students to consider Li’l Elvis’s behaviour in light of this information. How do we know if Li’l Elvis will or will not be a responsible pet owner? What information does the episode give the viewer about this?

Unwanted
Li’l Elvis is disappointed when he finally receives the sea monkeys and complains that he has stolen ‘20 bucks for those worms’. This signals the end of his responsibility for the animals. Students can complete a ‘timeline of neglect’, recalling how Li’l Elvis mistreats his pets.

1. Kicked dirty sock into tank.................
2............................

3............................

4............................

Exploring consequences

Bad dreams

As a class
Part of the story is about how Li’l Elvis is taught a lesson for doing harm to others and neglecting and maltreating his pets. The script-writers and animators use the 'dream sequence' to show the audience what is taking place in Li’l Elvis’s subconscience. 

Review the dream sequence and discuss the concept of a 'sub conscious' with the students; drawing attention to the way this has been conveyed in the animated sequence and the script.
Look at techniques such as:

Camera: framing of shots, camera angles, camera movement

Design: setting, lighting, costumes, casting, props

Editing: selection of shots, pace, transition between sequences

Sound: dialogue, voice-over, music, sound effects, silence

Performance of actors including their body language.

Ask students to write a brief summary of what messages about his behaviour are being conveyed to Li’l Elvis through this dream. Discuss the concept of dreams revealing subconscious thoughts. Can any of the students recall a time when something has been revealed to them subconsciously? 

Individually
Students design a 'dream sequence' in a storyboard that shows something being revealed to them subconsciously. They can also create a one line comment to capture the essence of the dream as Li’l Elvis did with: ‘Gotta make amends or I'm gonna die’.

Learning the hard way

In threes or fours
After discussing the dream sequence, students can recall times when they have learnt a lesson the hard way and share these recollections in groups of three or four. After sharing, the group can choose one person’s story to role-play to the whole class.

Reflecting on trust

Please forgive me

As a class
Len and Grace trusted Li’l Elvis . When Li’l Elvis spent Len's money on the sea monkeys he showed that, in this instance, he could not be trusted. Discuss the importance of trust with the students, using the following questions as a guide: who do you trust the most? Who do you think trusts you the most? Have you ever broken someone's trust? Have you had your trust broken by someone else? How do you mend the damage?

Ask students to define the word trust by writing their own thoughts on this, using the model below to flesh out their definition:

Trust means …
Encourage the students to share their definitions with the whole class.

Promises, promises

Individually and in pairs
Li’l Elvis learns a difficult lesson about honesty, trust and responsibility. Students can reflect on their own lives and some things which they need to take more responsibility for. After sufficient time for reflection, and perhaps sharing ideas with partners, students write a contract of things they need to be responsible for. 

Students consider these questions: what do you promise to do? To whom will you give this contract to? 

Discuss the nature of these contracts with the students to decide if they should be displayed for others to see or kept private. 

Extension

True confessions
Li’l Elvis is a character with very human failings and in this episode he behaves in dishonest and irresponsible ways. With the students, consider Li’l Elvis’s behaviour and the possible reasons why he is presented this way in this story. Why haven’t the writers made Li’l Elvis good and likeable all of the time? (Reasons could include that he is a funnier, more realistic, more interesting character this way.)

Drawing on what they know of Li’l Elvis from this and from other episodes in the series ask students to work in groups to brainstorm and list all of Li’l Elvis’s good points and his bad points. A spokesperson from each group is nominated to share these responses with the whole class. These can be recorded as a composite list and students are then asked to discuss the similarities and differences in their responses. Which characteristics do we usually see? Is Li’l Elvis’s behaviour in Monkey Sea, Monkey Do normal for him or is he behaving ‘out of character’? 

Invite students to share a time when they really wanted something and went to great lengths to obtain this; perhaps behaving ‘out of character’. You may wish to recall and share an event from your childhood to show that most children will be tempted at some time. Naturally, this level of disclosure requires a trusting and supportive environment. One of the best ways to make students feel safe in this kind of activity is to share events from your experience. Students should be given the choice as to whether they share their personal experience or keep it to themselves.

© Australian Children's Television Foundation (except where otherwise indicated). You may use, download and reproduce this material free of charge for non-commercial educational purposes provided you retain all acknowledgements associated with the material. 

