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God’s Gift to Television
	Program:
	Li’l Elvis and the Truckstoppers

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English; Health and Physical Education

	Themes/Topics:
	Narrative Structure; Ethics, Values, Justice; Stereotypes; Humour and Satire

	Description:
	These activities may be selected and taught individually. They would, however, be most effective if incorporated into a broader unit of work on media.

	Resources:
	I Hate My Own Birthday ep 5 Li'l Elvis Jones and the Truckstoppers


Lesson plan: 
View a caricature 
View the whole episode I Hate My Own Birthday and ask students to focus on the character of Dick Collingwood while they are watching. After viewing the episode, discuss this character with students, explaining that Dick Collingwood is a caricature of a media personality. 

Discuss with students the meaning of the word caricature. Give examples of illustrations such as political cartoons, posters. What has this character been constructed to represent? 

As a class, list all of Dick Collingwood’s characteristics observed so far. Discuss how students arrived at these impressions. 

When creating a caricature, script writers and animators have to consider how they will construct a humorous image. In the case of Dick Collingwood, much effort has been put into making him a large and overbearing character through the use of a number of humorous devices.

Re-view the first scenes (without sound) with Dick Collingwood in Li’l Elvis’s bedroom. The students can take notes of the symbols and humorous devices used to create the character. Look at:

· his appearance and how aspects of this may have been exaggerated
· his facial expressions 

· his actions 

· his body language and the way he relates to other characters 

· the camera techniques used 

· the props, such as the huge caravan, the bath etc. 

Now re-view this scene again with the sound added and look at how the dialogue, music and sound effects add to the information collected about Dick Collingwood’s character. The cell below could also be examined for further detail.
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Dick Collingwood interviews Li'l Elvis
Collate this information on an ‘ideas web’ as begun here:
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What do all these elements tell us about this character? Ask students to write a short paragraph describing Dick Collingwood to someone who knows nothing about him.

Identifying caricatures

In pairs, students assemble a list of caricatures they have seen either in animation, television, film, video or on CD-ROM material. Results can be shared with the whole class.

As a class, examine the combined lists of caricatures to discover if there are any common features. For example, are they mainly male? Do they speak with American accents? Do they have a huge grin? 

Ask students to identify the purpose of the caricature, that is, what are the creators of the caricature attempting to do? Why do we laugh at caricatures?

Role-play a caricature

In pairs or groups of three, students brainstorm the features of a caricature of their choice. This caricature may be a media personality like Dick Collingwood or a celebrity or someone the students know well. They then role-play this caricature to the whole class to see if others can guess whom they are portraying. 

Creating a caricature

Students may wish to create a caricature of themselves. Firstly they can complete an ‘ideas web’ and list some of the humorous, or ‘quirky’ things they do. They can then draw themselves as a caricature using some of the common symbols listed in the earlier activities where appropriate. 

Students create a caricature of a media personality. To do this firstly look at some examples of the character design for Dick Collingwood. 
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Once students have designed their character they can write a short script of no more than ten lines telling a story about this character in a particular context. For example the caricature may be ‘The Coolest Grandma’ who rides her motorcycle around Australia. Students create a story board for the story.

As an extension of this activity, students could animate the character by creating a flip book or using multimedia software (e.g. Kahootz). 

The cool quip

A caricature is enhanced by the language and gestures they use. Dick Collingwood makes a habit of speaking in quips. For example, when he arrives in Little Memphis and explains the reason for his visit, he says: ‘I'm here for the Truth'. God's gift to television wants to interview you.’

Later, when he is hypnotising Grace and Len he remarks: ‘When I say the word "ratings"— awake’

Re-view the episode and locate other quips which Dick Collingwood or other characters use as comedy devices, that is to add humour to the episode. Add these to a table such as this.

	Name of character
	Quip

	e.g. WC Moore to Li’L Elvis

 
	My friend, my meal ticket


In a whole class discussion, students can share the quips they have noted Ask students to reflect on what they were doing when they viewed the episode again with a set task in mind: When you viewed this episode for the second time, what were you conscious of? What strategies did you use to view the video at the same time as locating the characters’ quips? 

Students can then list notable quips from comedy programs with which they are familiar. For example, they could list the things that Bart Simpson is famous for saying, such as: ‘Ay Carumba!!’ and ‘Cool dude’. 

The power of media

Twisted tales

The program 48 Minutes is a parody of current affairs programs. Discuss the concept of a parody with the students, emphasising that a parody sets out to imitate and ridicule the original work. (Roald Dahl, 1982, Revolting Rhymes, J. Cape, London, 1982 could be read at this point as an illustration of the concept.) Students then brainstorm other parodies with which they are familiar. 

List current affairs programs with which students are familiar. Ask students to view one or two for homework. Video tape and view some examples as a class. Discuss the purposes of these programs with students. What features are similar across the shows? List the common features of the genre.

Look carefully at the presenters. Do they have any common features? List these features and compare them with the features listed for Dick Collingwood. 

View the episode I Hate My Own Birthday for a second time, taking particular note of the ways that current affairs programs are parodied. Students share their observations with the whole class.

Following this, students work in groups of three or four to parody other television programs such as news broadcasts, family dramas, game shows and so on. These parodies could be presented to the whole class. After these presentations, students discuss and evaluate the process they undertook to design the parody and imitate the original.

We're going to be on television

Grace, Len and WC Moore are excited about the prospect of appearing on 48 Minutes and impressed that Dick Collingwood in town. Students discuss the ways these characters behave in front of television cameras, especially noting their reactions to Dick Collingwood.

Ask students to devise a theory for why some people may become awe inspired by television and television personalities and why some people may be highly motivated by the prospect of appearing on television. Students work with a partner to devise their theory. These theories are shared with the whole class and grouped according to their similarities. 

Exploring media ethics

When the episode of ‘48 Minutes’ goes to air on television, WC Moore represents Li’L Elvis as a victim of psychotic foster parents. In doing so, he is being dishonest about Grace and Len and ultimately misrepresents them.

As a class, students share anything they have read or viewed in the media which they have subsequently discovered to be untrue. They discuss the role of the media in representing and misrepresenting people.

Read The True story of the Three Little Pigs as told by A. Wolf by John Scieszka, 1989, Viking Kestral, New York. In this story the Wolf argues that he has been framed and misrepresented. Students reconstruct a famous fairy tale or story in the same style.

Media ethics

Video tape and view an episode of Media Watch on the ABC as a reference point for a class discussion on media ethics. Discuss why there may be a need for a program such as this, and whether or not the students believe it to be effective. Students could become media 'watchdogs' for one week and share any instances of what they perceive as unethical journalism.

Misrepresenting the media?

Dick Collingwood is an unpleasant caricature of a media personality. He represents someone who should not be trusted and as he is only concerned about his own image. Ask students to consider how caricatures may misrepresent people in the media. Look for current examples of someone in the media such as a current affairs announcer, a newsreader, an actor or a famous politician who may be being misrepresented and students can take on their role. Acting as this person, students can write a letter of complaint to the television station outlining the way they have been misrepresented and arguing why this is an unfair or inaccurate representation.

Extension

Behind the laughter

Humour is a powerful device to make us laugh at ourselves and the world around us. It is often said, however, that behind the laughter there is a strong opinion or belief. Ask students: What is the message behind the humour in I Hate My Own Birthday. What might the audience learn from this?

Review the daily newspapers and locate and collect cartoons that depict caricatures of politicians, celebrities and ordinary people.

You may wish to invite a newspaper cartoonist to the school to talk to the students about their craft and the decisions behind the images they create.
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