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First Day
	Program:
	First Day

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 7

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English; The Arts; Health and Physical Education

	Themes/Topics:
	Film Language; Growth and Development; Genre

	Description:
	Students analyse the structure of this documentary, the techniques used in making the film and problems faced by film makers when working with children.

	Resources:
	First Day documentary


Lesson plan: 
View First Day and discuss the film techniques

This documentary attempts to present the first day at school from the child's perspective. Identify the sequences which achieve this effect. Discuss the use of the camera angles and microphones to present the situation from the child's point of view.  

The interviewer is never seen on camera in this documentary. Why has the filmmaker chosen to concentrate on the characters responding to questions and ignored the interviewer asking the questions? Does this make the documentary seem more or less true to life?  

Analyse the documentary structure: 

On the board write a rough breakdown of the structure of First Day:  
· the child's family context is established 

· the parent's expectations of schooling are presented 

· the child's expectation of schooling is presented 

· the child's first day at school is shown.  

Discuss how this structure encourages the viewer to make comparisons between each child's situation and predictions as to whether the child will cope with the first day. Discuss the expectations of each child generated by the first part of the film. To what extent were the expectations confirmed in the latter part of the documentary? Did any child behave radically differently on the first day to what was expected? 

Write a report that identifies key elements of this ‘documentary’ – use particular aspects to assist in the formulation of topic sentences that will head each paragraph.

Discuss problems in documentary making 

The subjects of this documentary are children. After viewing discuss some of the problems the filmmakers might face when making a program around children for example, the possibilities of intimidating the children, maintaining a natural performance. Identify sequences in the film to support your views. See for example the interview with Gurrupiya.
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