
It is well documented that Hazel lived a very full 
and eventful public and private life during this 
period, and was involved in many community 
causes.  So her remarkable commitment to 
the ACTF is a testament to the generous and 
passionate person that Hazel was and the reason 
that she is so well loved and respected by the 
Australian community.

As Australia’s First Lady, Hazel used her public 
profile generously to champion children’s 
television and the ACTF wherever she went.  
She opened conferences, attended publicity 
launches for programs, arranged meetings with 
Government Ministers, introduced programs to 
Heads of State and their families (including the 
King and Queen of Jordan, Nancy Reagan, Prince 
Charles and Princess Diana) and she arranged for 
Barbara Bush to visit the ACTF in 1992.  At the 
launch for The Greatest Tune On Earth in 1990 she 
played the piano, and at the launch of Round the 
Twist 2 in 1993 she was willingly photographed 
sitting on a toilet seat.  In all these ways Hazel 
helped establish the ACTF in its formative years.

Hazel will be remembered by all the Board and 
staff members who worked with her over those 
years as a sparkling and gracious person, who 
engaged with everyone and brought a sense of 
humour and wise counsel with her into the Board 
room.  She was an enormous supporter of Patricia 
Edgar, the founding director of the ACTF, and 
loved and admired by all of us.  
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Hazel Hawke was a director on tHe Board of tHe actf for 
18 years, from 1983 to 2001.



get ready for 
series 3!
The third and final series of Dance 
Academy will premiere on ABC3 at 
6.00pm on Monday 8 July 2013. In this 
third series it is make or break time 
for the third year students at the 
National Academy. 

Meanwhile, the second series continues 
its winning streak. 

Dance Academy received a 2013 
TV Week Logie Award for Most 
Outstanding Children’s Program in 
April. It was the second Logie win for 
Dance Academy.

At the 2013 Chicago International 
Film Festival Television Awards, Dance 

Academy was awarded a Gold Plaque 
in the ‘Children’s Series’ category; and 
at the New York Festival’s International 
Television & Films Awards the series 
won a Bronze Award. 

Dance Academy is produced by 
Werner Film Productions, in association 
with the ABC, ACTF, Screen Australia, 
Screen NSW, Film Victoria, ZDF 
Germany and ZDF Enterprises.

Hoopla Doopla!!

Filming has started on Hoopla Doopla! 
in Beijing.

Hoopla Doopla!, a 52 x 12 minute pre-
school series, is a co-production between 
the Australian Broadcasting Corporation 
and China Central Television.

It is being produced by Melinda Wearne 
and Ron Saunders from Beyond Screen 
Production Pty Ltd and the China Central 
TV Screen Drama Production Centre.  The 
ACTF provided script development 
investment to the series from its early 
stages and will now distribute the series 
worldwide on behalf of the Australian and 
Chinese partners.

The directors of the series are Mark 
Barnard (Australia) and Liang Tong (China) 
and they are working with an Australian 
and Chinese cast and crew.  The scripts 
were written in Australia, the shoot is 
being carried out in a studio in China, 
and the post production will be carried 
out in Australia.

A ceremony was held in Beijing on 23 
April 2013 to mark the beginning of 
the shoot.

The ceremony in Beijing was attended 
by James Spigelman, the Chairman of 
the ABC; Mark Scott, the Managing 
Director of the ABC; Hu Zhanfan, the 
President of CCTV; Luo Ming, the 

Editor-in-Chief of CCTV; Janet Holmes à 
Court, the Chairman of the ACTF; Jenny 
Buckland, CEO of the ACTF; Mikael 
Borglund, CEO and Managing Director of 
Beyond International Ltd; Xue Jijun, the 
President of the CTPC; Zhuang Dianjun, 
the Supervisor of the CCTV Children’s 
Channel and the Australian and Chinese 
cast and crew.

Dance acaDemy winning streak
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Directors Mark Barnard and Liang Tong (centre).
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Worst Year of My Life, Again!

On the first day of shooting the new 
kids drama, Worst Year of My Life, 
Again!, actor Alison Whyte told  the 
three young stars  to ‘do like the Play 
School song and shake your sillies 
out’ to calm their nerves before 
stepping before the cameras for the 
first time.

The 13-part comedy series follows 
Alex King, who wakes up one 
morning to discover he has to relive 
the most excruciating 12 months of 
high school all over again.

For this drama series, Alison has 
taken on a role like no other she’s 
played before – that of dramaturg - 
teaching the young stars of the show 
the ins and outs of working on a 
professional television series.

Best known for her award-winning 
roles in the likes of Frontline 
and Satisfaction, Alison has 
featured in multiple TV series 
and stage performances. She 
was auditioning for a role in 
Worst Year, when the producers 
approached her about working 
with the actors behind the scenes.

For young stars Ned Napier (Alex), 
Tiarnie Coupland (Maddy) and 
Laurence Boxhall (Simon), the 
show was their first professional 
acting role, so the three were quite 
nervous about what was expected 
of them. The casting process had 
been extensive, with more than 270 
actors from across Australia invited 
to audition for the series. 

“My role has been to prepare them, 
not only script wise but also what 
to expect on set,” says Alison. 
“Helping them with intentions and 
line delivery and storytelling – and 
making sure they understood their 
character’s role in the story and 
weren’t afraid to go for it. The good 
thing is they’ve been so well cast – 
you just have to remind them to be 
who they are and have the guts to 
present that on screen and to be 
honest – that’s all they need to do.”

“They’ve grown so much in the 
last couple of weeks but they 
were teenagers – unsure and in a 

completely new environment - so 
I found that my mothering skills 
came in handy,” she says.

Watching them on set has been 
incredibly rewarding, says Alison. 
“When they started to realise that 
it’s all in them – the satisfaction 
they felt when they get a laugh or 
made a scene work – seeing them 
experience that thrill of acting has 
been wonderful.”

Alison says it’s been a wonderful 
opportunity to pass on the 
knowledge she’s gained from her 
years in the industry. “It’s been very 
satisfying because it doesn’t just 
call on your skills as an actor; it calls 
on your skills from life.”

Worst Year of My Life, Again! is 
an Australian Children’s Television 
Foundation-Reflective Pictures co-
production for ABC3 and CBBC. It 
is currently filming in Melbourne. 

– Story by Liz Green

in proDuction

Alison Whyte (centre) with Laurence Boxhall and Tiarnie Coupland.



They like it the best and say that it holds their 
attention more than any other type 
of programming.

The research found that children are 
discerning viewers who can identify the 
differences between children’s, family and 
adult programming, and they gravitate to 
children’s programs when they have control of 
the remote. In fact, not only did 91 per cent 
say they “liked” programs “for them”, but 54 
per cent said that they “liked them the best”. 
And when children were asked to nominate 
their favourite shows, Australian programs 
featured prominently.

The research is timely because live action 
children’s drama is becoming extremely hard 
to finance, given the low licence fees that 

domestic broadcasters pay for this content. 
Screen Australia research also showed that 
the Australian children’s drama quota is 
currently being filled with significantly more 
animated programs than live action children’s 
drama programs - animation has dominated 
the broadcasters schedules for 5 out of the 
last 6 years. 

The ACTF Board has been discussing this 
issue at length this year and is advocating 
for policy settings that would assist live 
action children’s drama to be financed and to 
restore a balance between different genres of 
programs.

The link to the research is available online at 
www.actf.com.au/news/story/10109

new researcH commissioned By screen australia and 
tHe australian cHildren’s television foundation Has 
found tHat australian Boys and girls aged 2-14 years 
Have an overwHelming preference for drama. 
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what’s 
on tV? Child’s Play
Lockie Leonard - Series 1 
Sundays 3.10pm ABC3

Round the Twist - Series 2 
Sundays 3.35pm ABC3

Bushwhacked! 
Mondays  8.25pm ABC3 
Weekdays 8.30am NITV

Mortified 
Sundays 2.15pm ABC3

Waabiny Time 
Weekdays 7.30am NITV

Dance Academy – Series 2 
Weekdays 5.35pm ABC3

The ACTF Board visiting the set of Worst Year of My Life, Again!


